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~NEW DEFENCE 





But abstention is not rejection 


FYROM 1939 UNTIL 1958 THERE WAS NO SERIOUS CONTROVERSY ABOUT DEFENCE. THE MAJOR 
POLITICAL PARTIES. WERE, EXCEPT FOR MINOR DETAILS, AGREED; THEY WERE BACKED BY 


ALL THE LARGE CIRCULATION NEWSPAPERS, THE POLITICAL PUNDITS 


OPINION. 


The development of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament has in the 


last two years changed all this. 


The fundamentals of British defence policy 


have been challenged by the Campaign—even such sacred matters as Britain’s 
place in NATO have beer brought out into the open. 


Parliament, being a very conservative in- 
stitution, has taken a long. time to 
reflect this development. Last year there 
was no serious challenge made to the Gov- 
ernment either on the Defence White Paper 
or on the Defence Estimates. Those people 
who lobbied on those: occasions were not 
welcomed by MPs who were thought to be 
CND supporters. 

This year there. has been a distinct 
change. “The usual tepid official Labour 
motion. criticising Government, Defence 
policy was put down. | It read: 

“That the House, recognising the need 
for.an adequate policy for collective de- 
fence and security, has no confidence in 
the defence policy of the Government 
which since 1951,,has cost more than 
£12,500,000,000 and which as set out in 
Command Paper No. 952. proposes to 
continue the vacillations and confusions 
of the Government’s nuclear strategy, 
thereby involving the nation in further 
substantially in¢reased expenditure while 
nroviding no.-prospect. of _ effective 





AN EDITORIAL 


And when we add to these the motion 
which Frank Allaun has put down, and 
which presumably will be debated in the 
near future, calling on the Government to 
unilaterally abandon nuclear weapons (see 
PN last week), the extent of the changed 
situation is obvious. 

We welcome the new situation not only 
because the appalling silence in the House 
of Commons on defence ‘has been broken, 
but also’ because the power of the Labour 
Party machine is being challenged. For a 
long time now it has been obvious that the 
real divisions in Parliament were not be- 
tween the Conservative and Labour Parties 
but between the Conservative and orthodox 
Labour MPs, and a minority of left wing 
MPs. Labour Party discipline has been 
used to stiflé this division. Now that the 
disciplinary code has been ignored, perhaps 
some of the serious political issues will be 


AND RESPECTABLE 


weapons but to go on manufacturing the 
apparatus to deliver them with ? 


Mr. Brown’s most revealing remarks were 
these (again he was attacking the unilater- 
alists): “I have never seen how we could 
ask young men to go into battle, to face 
weapons and concentrations of armour but 
deny them the weapons that might have 
deterred those concentrations and would 
enable them to fight on a fair footing.” 


With the present, array of weapons, can 
one talk meaningfully about “‘ battles” any 
more? What sense does it make to talk 
about people pressing buttons to release 
weapons which will kill millions of people 
and devastate a good part of the earth, 
perhaps for ever, as “fighting on a fair 
footing ” ? One can only talk in this way 
if one has no imagination. 

Mr. George Wigg summed up the differ- 
ences between the Government and: the 
Opposition very well when he said that he 
had not changed his views about defence. or 
about the Government’s policy, but he 
differed from his own Front Bench. He did 
not' see ‘that the Government’s nuclear 
policy was either vacillating or confusing. 
It was clear and unutterably wrong. Be- 
cause of this, Mr.- Wigg said he would 
ohctain.an. the. Ieahour amendmentand vote. 
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CND supporters. 

This. year there has been a. distinct 
change. The usual tepid official Labour 
motion. criticising Government, Defence 
policy was put down. It read: 

“That the House, recognising the need 
for,an adequate policy for collective de- 
fence and security, has no confidence in 
the defence policy of the Government 
which since 1951,, has cost more than 
£12,500,000,000 and which as set out in 
Command Paper No. 952. proposes. to 
continue the vacillations and confusions 
of the Government’s nuclear strategy, 
thereby involving the nation in further 
substantially increased expenditure while 
providing no prospect of — effective 
defence.” 


Strong language 


Although the language of this amend- 
ment is strong, the criticism of the Goy- 
ernment’s. policy contained in it is not. 
What it boils down to is a question of the 
kind of nuclear weapons we should develop 
and the relationship of nuclear to conven- 
tional weapons. All these. are technical 
criticisms, and no criticisms of principle 
are involved. One can be certain that if 
the Conservatives were in opposition they 
would put down almost exactly the same 
motion criticising Labour Defence policy. 


But this year some Labour members 
were not prepared to acquiesce in this 
stupid and phoney manceuvring on the most 
crucial political question of all. Mr. Shin- 
well, Stephen Swingler, and Leslie Hale with 
others put down a motion deploring “a 
defence policy based on nuclear strategy.” 
Emrys Hughes put down a motion calling 
on the Government to proceed with total 
disarmament. Mr. Hughes also proposes to 
challenge each of the Service Estimates by 
moving that a thousand men should be 


near future, calling on the Government to 
unilaterally abandon nuclear weapons (see 
PN last week), the extent of the changed 
situation is obvious. 

We welcome the new situation not only 
because the appalling silence in the House 
of Commons on defence has been broken, 
but also’ because the power of the Labour 
Party machine is being challenged. For a 
long time now it has been obvious that the 
real divisions in Parliament were not be- 
tween the Conservative and Labour Parties 
but between the Conservative and orthodox 
Labour MPs, and a minority of left wing 
MPs. Labour Party discipline has been 
used to stifle this division. Now that the 
disciplinary code has been ignored, perhaps 
some of the serious political issues will be 
discussed in Parliament. 

The course, of the Defence debate itself 
was very predictable but revealing. The 
Minister of Defence, Mr. Watkinson, saw 
just what kind of criticism that Labour was 
making of his policy and spent most of his 
speech explaining the technical changes that 
he was proposing to make. He did, how- 
ever, make it clear that his policy is based 
absolutely on the deterrent theory. Speak- 
ing of the early warning system, he said 
that it was not strictly speaking any kind of 
air raid warning system: “ Its purpose is to 
give additional validity to our power to 
retaliate—because it is in our power to 
retaliate that we hope to keep the peace.” 

The mover of the Labour amendment, 
Mr. George Brown, concentrated on 
Labour’s technical criticisms. But he was 
forced to look over his shoulder at the 
opposition in his own party when he said 
that savings which people talked about get- 
ting by the unilateral abandonment of 
nuclear weapons would be a very great deal 
less than was claimed, because the real 
money went on the delivery apparatus. 

What kind of criticism Mr. Brown 
thought this was of the unilateralist posi- 


more ? What sense does it make to talk 
about people pressing buttons to release 
weapons which will kill millions of people 
and devastate a good part of the earth, 
perhaps for ever, as “ fighting on a fair 
footing” ? One can only talk in this way 
if one has no imagination. 


Mr. George Wigg summed up the differ- 
ences between the Government and the 
Opposition very well when he said that he 
had not changed his views about defence or 
about the Government’s policy, but he 
differed from his own Front Bench. He did 
not. see that the Government’s nuclear 
policy was either vacillating or confusing. 
It was clear and unutterably wrong. Be- 
cause of this, Mr. Wigg said he wouid 
abstain on the Labour amendment and vote 
against the Government. 


Clear position ? 


Summing up for the opposition, Mr. 
Gaitskell was forced by his own dissidents 
once again to make his position clear. 
Replying to a challenge by Mr. Shinwell, 
he said that the Opposition could not accept 
Mr. Shinwell’s motion because it clearly 
implied that Britain should not have her 
own nuclear deterrent. 

The debate ended with the Government 
motion being carried by 329 votes to 245 
votes. Mr. Shinwell’s amendment was 
not pressed to a division, and Emrys 
Hughes’ motion was “not selected” for 
discussion. Forty-four Labour MPs defied 
their Whips and abstained from supporting 
their Party’s official amendment, which was 
defeated by 197 votes to 330. 

We are still a long way from nuclear 
disarmament, but the opposition to nuclear 
policy is beginning to crystalise. Abstention, 
however, is no substitute for tabling a 
motion of rejection and voting for it. We 
hope that Frank Allaun’s motion may still 
present this opportunity. He will need more 





Background to this week’s House 
of Commons Defence Debate: a 
Thor missile ready on its firing 
pad at Feltwell, South-West Nor- 


folk. These intermediate-range 
weapons, complete with hydrogen 
bomb warheads, recently became 
“ operational” from bases in 


struck from the strength of the Navy, Army tion is not clear. Does he seriously think nuclear disarmers lobbying in his support Britain. They are already obso- 
and Air Force. that unilateralists want to give up nuclear than were seen this week. lete. 
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STRUGGLE IN THE CAMEROONS 


The recent troubles in the Cameroons have drawn attention to the problems of a 
territory which has long been ignored. We publish below a statement on the situation in 
the Cameroons from one of the territory's most important political movements, the Union 


of the Populations of the Cameroons. 


ON January 1, 1960, after 75 tragic years of colonial domination and 


exploitation, the Cameroons achieved independence. This is an event of 
the utmost significance in an Africa where, contrary to the expectations of the 


colonial powers, the concept of independence and unity has suddenly become a 
driving force. The clumsy efforts of the dispossessed colonial powers can at the 
most slow down this process, but they cannot prevent its inevitable outcome. It 
is for this reason that this event is of vital political importance to all the 
countries in Africa, from Cairo to Yaounde, by way of the Cape of Good Hope. 


Where independence 
is the yoke 
of enslavement 


On January 1, 1960, the people of the 
Cameroons witnessed the realisation of an 
idea for which they have fought bitterly for 
many years, under the leadership of the 
Union of the Populations of the Cameroons. 
The achievement of Cameroonian independ- 
ence represents the first victory of the 
National Movement over the colonial 
powers and their local agents, 


This event is being closely watched by 
people from all over the African continent, 
in Asia and throughout the world, and it pre- 
sents problems of grave concern to anyone 
who is involved in African affairs, It is, 
for example, significant that neither in the 
Cameroons or in any other part of the 
continent is there the amount of enthusiasm 
one would expect to find publicly expressed 
on such an important historical occasion as 
the ending of foreign domination in an 
oppressed country, 


This fact is easily explained, It arises 
from the very conditions leading to inde- 
pendence, conditions which render question- 
able the actual content of this independence. 


The Cameroons is a United Nations Trus- 
teeship and its independence should have 
been achieved in accordance with the funda- 
mental aims of the United Nations Charter, 
especially as regards the maintaining of 
peace and world security. For twelve years 
the UPC never lost sight of this imperative 
objective in all the numerous and patient 
political and diplomatic steps taken by it. 
All the active members and leaders of the 
UPC have always been motivated by a sin- 
cere desire to find a peaceful and demo- 
cratic solution to the problem of the Cam- 
eroons. UJnfortunatelv these landahle effarte 


daily under the bullets of the French 


soldiers, 


Who now dares to lift a finger in con- 
demnation of the reaction of the Cameroo- 
nian people who have been forced, in des- 
peration, to take up arms in order to resist 
oppression? This people is now rightfully 
defending itself. The type of independence 
which is intended for the Cameroons will be 
no more than a new kind of colonialism. 
Our people will continue to be exploited by 
middle-men, servile intermediaries who have 
been hand-picked and imposed on the popu- 
lation not because of their devotion to the 
cause of the people, but rather for the hatred 
and disdain in which they hold them. The 
correspondent of an English weekly, The 
Observer, recognised this fact in an article 
published on December 13 of last year, 
on his return from the Cameroons : 


“The promise of independence to the 
Cameroons has failed to unite the country 
behind the new Government. 


“The reasons are not hard to discover. 
“The Government to whom the French 
are transferring power comprise the con- 
servative elements, many of whom vigor- 
ously opposed independence in the past. 


Cameroonian people, their only concern is 
the economic future of imperialism in our 
country. It is therefore understandable that 
they could not have committed the “ impru- 
dence” of entrusting the drawing up of the 
Constitution to honest Cameroonians, since 
they would have insisted on the sovereignty 
of the people and not that of a minority. 
The fact that the authors of the Constitu- 
tion were even afraid to submit it to the 
Assembly in Yaounde provides conclusive 
proof of its anti-democratic and anti-popular 
nature, 


The debate on the Law of June 4, 1959, 
by which France robbed six stretches of 
land from the Cameroonian people, was 


very revealing of the effect of popular pres- 
sure within the ACLAM, even among those 
deputies who had most openly collaborated. 
After this Ahidjo and France realised the 
risk they would be taking in submitting to 
the “elected members” a document de- 
signed to guarantee the successful carrying 
out of their nefarious policies. The 
“ Assembly ” was therefore given a holiday 
so as to allow France and her personal 
representative in the Cameroons complete 
freedom to finalise their instrument for the 
destruction of the Cameroonian people. 
Nobody is unaware of the fact that Ahidjo 
is abjectly carrying out policies which have 
been laid down in Paris, But unlike. his 
master, General de Gaulle, who made some 
show of consulting the opposers in his Con- 
stitution before holding a referendum, this 
neo-dictator works in the most complete 
secrecy, and this only a few days before 
independence, All the precautions and all 
this stealth demonstrate just how  ultra-re- 
actionary this Constitution must be. As far 
as we know, it is not going to be particu- 
larly sympathetic towards nationalists. For 
example, anyone who has been imprisoned 
for political reasons during the time of 
colonialism is classed as politically incom- 
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ence is the only means by which a people 
can be fully emancipated, this independence 
will be a yoke under which our people 
will be enslaved in their own country by 
the agents of colonialism and imperialism. 
They will continue to go naked and to die 
of hunger in a country where there is a glut 
of economic resources, 


Illiteracy will continue to exist. The UPC 
had intended, after independence, to imme- 
diately undertake the colossal task of rais- 
ing the standard of living of the people, the 
creators of independence. Such a task could 
only be undertaken with the effective co- 
operation of the people and not with the 
enemies of the people, the colonialists and 
imperialists, Those leaders who have now 
been forced on the people receive their 
orders from abroad and are therefore his- 
torically unable to carry out this task, As 
the conscious avant-garde of Cameroonian 
nationalism, the UPC would be failing in 
its mission if it were now to give up the 
struggle on the grounds that, as some say, 
now the French colonialists have left every- 
thing will be all right, To begin with, the 
French colonialists will not “leave ” by the 
door before having made all necessary 
arrangements for coming back through the 
window, 


Consequently the revolution continues, its 
aims being as follows : 


(1) Real independence. 


(2) The reinstatement of and respect 
for democratic rights, 


(3) The land for those who cultivate it) 
therefore, for the peasants. 


(4) The well-being of the workers. 


Towards democracy 


It is imperative that all the healthy ele- 
ments in the country should unite their 
efforts in order that this programme of the 
highest national interest should succeed, It 
is also imperative that all those organisa- 
tions who are concerned with the fate of 
the people and workers should find them- 
selves on this revolutionary platform so as 
to prevent fascism and institute democracy. 


We should all draw our inspiration from 
the examples of unity in Iraq, Cuba and 


elsewhere which made possible the full 
ye cl eae Tee pry 
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from the very conditions leading to inde- 
pendence, conditions which render question- 


able the actual content of this independence, 
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The Cameroons is a United Nations Trus- 

teeship and its independence should have 
been achieved in accordance with the funda- 
mental aims of the United Nations Charter, 
especially as regards the maintaining of 
peace and world security, For twelve years 
the UPC never lost sight of this imperative 
objective in all the numerous and patient 
political and diplomatic steps taken by it. 
All the active members and leaders of the 
UPC have always been motivated by a sin- 
cere desire to find a peaceful and demo- 
cratic solution to the problem of the Cam- 
eroons, Unfortunately these laudable efforts 
and this sincere desire for honest negotia- 
tions, in the interests of all parties con- 
cerned, have been interpreted by the colonial 
powers as a sign of weakness; whereas all 
objective political observers agree that in 
spite of the brutal and bloody suppression 
to which it has been exposed, the National 
Movement of the Cameroons is now 
stronger than ever, 


NATO pressures 


Common sense, logic and recognition of 
the precedence of the interests of the Cam- 
eroonian people all point to the fact that on 
the eve of independence this people should 
have been allowed to decide in whose hands 
they intended to place the future of their 
country, now that colonisation has ended. It 
was in view of this basic principle of demo- 
cracy that a large majority of the Cameroo- 
nian people asked for elections to be held 
under United Nations control. On March 
13 last year a majority of United Nations 
delegations, aided by all conceivable and 
unconceivable pressures from the members 
of NATO, opposed this minimal request. By 
so doing they delivered our people to the 
mercy of the French agents. During this 
session the American delegation headed the 
colonial powers who torpedoed the legiti- 
mate aspirations of an African country, 
against the will of the African delegations. 
This position taken by the American dele- 
gation helps to demonstrate the sheer mean- 
inglessness of the “ anti-colonialism” which 
American leaders unceasingly claim in their 
speeches. And it especially helps to show 
the people of Africa what the kind of in- 
dependence intended for our country is to 
mean, As in Algeria, the American Govern- 
ment is large responsible for the war in the 
Cameroons, Although she dare not men- 
tion her name there, America is behind the 
deaths of the innocent patriots who fall 


been hand-picked and imposed on the popu- 
lation not because of their devotion to the 
cause of the people, but rather for the hatred 
and disdain in which they hold them, The 
correspondent of an English weekly, The 
Observer, recognised this fact in an article 
published on December 13 of last year, 
on his return from the Cameroons : 


“The promise of independence to the 
Cameroons has failed to unite the country 
behind the new Government. 


“The reasons are not hard to discover. 


“The Government to whom the French 
are transferring power comprise the con- 
servative elements, many of whom vigor- 
ously opposed independence in the past. 


What freedom? 


The article continues : 


“The forces who fought for independ- 
ence are either in exile, in the under- 
ground or in the opposition. They feel 
they have been cheated of the fruits of 
their struggle, which are going to the 
politicians chosen by the French, This 
feeling is strengthened by the refusal of 
the Ahidjo Government to hold elections 
before independence.” 


Are those people who have spent most of 
their time helping the colonialists to keep 
the people down suddenly going to give up 
their old loyalties and really serve the best 
interests of their country ? We would be 
the last to believe it, 


The problem of independence remains. 
For what does the independence of a 
country mean when the national ports and 
airports are owned by foreigners, when the 
Government is not free to adopt foreign 
policies which take into account the in- 
terests of the people and when there are no 
human freedoms? What does independ- 
ence mean when the people cannot enjoy 
democratic rights? When a country is 
granted independence and its people refused 
the right of free determination, the only 
possible outcome is revolution, 


The regime in the Cameroons is one of 
dictatorship. In January there was a 
referendum on the Constitution of the 
independent country. This Constitution was 
drawn up by France, a revised edition 
adapted to the requirements of the 
moment, Since the men of Yaounde and 
Paris are quite openly bent on bringing our 
country into the French colonial empire, 
any other procedure would have come as a 
surprise to us, 


Neither France nor M. Ahidjo are in any 
way. concerned with the interests of the 


destruction of the Cameroonian people. 
Nobody is unaware of the fact that Ahidjo 
is abjectly carrying out policies which have 
been laid down in Paris, But unlike. his 
master, General de Gaulle, who made some 
show of consulting the opposers in his Con- 
stitution before holding a referendum, this 
neo-dictator works in the most complete 
secrecy, and this only a few days before 
independence, All the precautions and all 
this stealth demonstrate just how. ultra-re- 
actionary this Constitution must be, As far 
as we know, it is not. going to be particu- 
larly sympathetic towards nationalists. For 
example, anyone who has been imprisoned 
for political reasons during the time of 
colonialism is classed as politically incom- 
petent and is therefore not eligible for elec- 
tion. 


It is not hard to guess the intentions 
of the authors of this document since at a 
low estimate, 10,000 patriots are rotting in 
Cameroonian prisons and concentration 
camps, at least 15,000 who are exiled in the 
British Cameroons or elsewhere have been 
condemned in absentia and therefore be- 
come subject to this iniquitous law, and 
especially since mass arrests of patriots are 
still taking place, They clearly intend to 
eliminate all healthy elements in the country 
and so create the “ stable political climate ” 
necessary to enable the imperialists to make 
the Cameroons the centre of African 
counter-revolution, 


What choice ? 


This, broadly, is the gist of this Consti- 
tution drawn up by a foreign country on 
behalf of the independent Cameroons. This 
is the document that France and her puppet 
intend to force on the Cameroonian people, 
as in December, 1956, with the help of the 
French troops, reinforced by troops from 
the “Community.” . They are asking the 
Cameroonian people to forge the irons 
which will later be used to burn them alive. 
M. Ahidjo and his masters are not particu- 
larly concerned with the results of . this 
referendum, since it is really only a form- 
ality. Any rejection of this Constitution 
in no way prevents our young. dictator 
from carrying out his policies, so tied is he 
by the commitments he has made in im- 
perialist circles, 


Our position is very clear: the present 
form of independence in no way corre- 
sponds to the aims pursued by the UPC 
from its very inception, 


From January 1, the Cameroons enjoy 
nominal independence. Although independ- 





(4) The well-being of the workers. 


Towards democracy 


It is imperative that all the healthy ele- 
ments in the country should unite their 
efforts in order that this programme of the 
highest national interest should succeed. It 
is also imperative that all those organisa- 
tions who are concerned with the fate of 
the people and workers should find them- 
selves on this revolutionary platform so as 
to prevent fascism and institute democracy. 


We should all draw our inspiration from 
the examples of unity in Iraq, Cuba and 
elsewhere which made possible the full 
success of those revolutions, Every strata 
of the Cameroonian people should see them- 
selves as being constantly mobilised to 
bring about the triumphant victory of the 
aspirations which are now being under- 
mined by the Yaounde clique, It is not a 
question of whether we will win, but rather 
a question when we will win. There is no 
reason why we should entertain any doubt 
as to our eventual victory, since we have 
before us recent examples of peoples, who, 
after an interminable fight, have always 
finally managed to rid themselves of all 
those imperialist elements who are enstated 
in their countries under the guise of leaders. 
Bight years of struggle in Indo-China, 
twenty in Iraq, five in Cuba, These provide 
sufficient example to enable us to continue 
our revolution and to view the future with 
optimism, 


During the heroic fight for the recogni- 
tion of independence the Cameroonian 
people have gained a great deal of sym- 
pathy. In thanking those States and organ- 
isations working for peace, freedom and 
justice for their unfailing support, we hope 
that they will continue to stand by us in 
this second phase of our revolution, 


We wish, in particular, to appeal to all 
African leaders, trade unionists and organ- 
isations to support the just cause of the 
Cameroonian people, All problems in 
Africa are today so completely inter- 


dependent that what takes place in any. one 
territory of our continent should not leave 
any African indifferent, 
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WRI CONFERENCE : 


All seats taken 
on piane to India 


"PHE War Resisters International has 

completed its plans for hiring a 
plane to take members from Europe 
to its triennial conference in India next 
December, 


Already 14 seats on the chartered 
72-seater Douglas DC4 have been 
booked and the rest tentatively re- 
served. In fact, there is a waiting list 
of three. 


The plane will leave London (Gat- 
wick) on December 11 and collect 
members en route at Frankfurt. They 
will be back on January 8. 


WRI Secretary Arlo Tatum tells 
Peace News that a second plane will 
be chartered if sufficient requests 
come forward. 


The return fare is £125, though there 
is no charge for the conference itself. 
This will be held at Gandhigram in 
the last 10 days of the year, leaving 
the Europeans a week before and after 
to visit places of special interest—in- 
cluding a village run co-operatively 
along the lines of Vinoba Bhave. 


THE PIPER AND THE TUNE 


WE have not received 

the £50 I asked for 
in the previous appeal to 
keep up the necessary 
average of contributions to 
the Peace Pledge Union’s 
Headquarters Fund. Since 
I last wrote only 13 mem- 
bers have contributed, but 
as one of them sent a 
cheque for £25, we have not done so badly 
as far as the total goes. I am still concerned 
about the comparatively few readers of 
Peace News who are moved to make some 
contribution towards paying for the cost 
of PPU activities, 


All such activities are designed to win 
fresh adherents to the pledge, to create a 
climate of opinion favourable to total dis- 
armament, to substitute non-violence for 
violence in all relationships. Members of 
the PPU call the tune at and through the 
Annual General Meeting, and agree on what 
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“With their tremendous technological progress, they were bound to catch 
up with us sooner or later ! ” 











‘FILL THE J 


AILS’ 


—MARTIN LUTHER KING’S LAST RESORT 


"HE Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., Negro leader of the successful Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, non-violent bus boycott, has urged Negroes if necessary 
to fill the jails in the South to win equal status. 


This is one of the more dramatic 
moves in the continuing new phase of 
Struggle against racial discrimination. 

Dr, King now heads the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference, a group of 
Negro clergymen working to end discrim- 
ination, He believes that the recent wide- 
spread student demonstrations against segre- 
gated eating facilities show that Negroes are 
uniting behind the principles of non-violent 
resistance, 


Their protests will give impetus to a 
“larger movement” that will embrace the 
entire South, he says. 


“The demonstrations reveal that. the 
Negro will no longer accept segregation 
in any form, He will not be ultimately 
satisfied with token integration for he 
realises that token segregation is a new 
form of discrimination covered up with 
certain niceties and complexities.” 

The public schools are a glaring example 
of token segregation. The three North 





in previously white schools, according to the 


Southern Education Reporting Service, 

The four other school systems in the State 
that have started the process since then have 
21 Negroes in desegregated classrooms, 


This is the response so far to the 1954 

Supreme Court order, 

Meanwhile, the orderly demonstrations 
against segregated snack bars continue. 
Among Negroes recently refused service at 
a snack counter—this time near Baltimore 
University—was band leader Duke Elling- 
ton, 

The demonstrations always take the same 
form : Negroes sit quietly at snack counters 
and stay there unserved until the store 
closes. 

Sometimes the Negroes have been met 
with hostile treatment. A few demonstra- 
tors have been variously pelted with eggs, 
sprinkling with itching powder and assaulted, 

Large-scale boycotts are now expected in 
the South, 
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By Sybil Morrison 


“EFFECTIVE 
DEFENCE” 


Mr. Shinwell made it clear that in his 
view Britain should rely on its existing 
stocks of nuclear bombs and devote its 
Defence Budget to improving the readi- 
ness and mobility of “ conventional ”’ 
forces——Daily Telegraph, February 26, 
1960. 


[7 was once believed that the Labour 

Party was a pacifist party, opposed 
to war and concerned instead with dis- 
armament and negotiation. Ernest 
Bevin, on the day he publicly repu- 
diated George Lansbury and all the 
ideas for which he stood, put an end, 
once and for all, to that conception of 
a pacifist political party. 

Since then the Foreign policy of the 
Labour Party has drawn so near to that of 
the Conservative Party, there is now 
scarcely a discernible gap. It was the 
Labour Party which reintroduced conscrip- 
tion after the second world war; it was the 
Labour Party which voted for re-arming 
Western Germany; it was the Labour Party’s 
“ Shadow ” Foreign Secretary who declared 
that he would not go into the Council 
Chambers of the world without the protec- 
tion of nuclear weapons. 


That Mr. Gaitskell denounced, eventually, 
the Suez invasion, does not disguise the fact 
that his first reaction was one of support 
for Anthony Eden on the Canal issue. 


Now we have Mr. Gaitskell objecting to 
the Government’s “‘ Defence ” policy on the 
grounds that it is not effective enough, and 
Mr, Shinwell proposing that nuclear 
weapons be given up in order to devote 
more to improving the conventional forces 
and their “ mobility.” It seems that he has 
no objection to retaining the stockpile of 
existing weapons. 


* 


The idea that nuclear weapons should be 
abandoned is one that appeals to many who, 
until recently, would not have been inter- 
ested in discussions about armaments, taking 
it for granted that they were a necessary 


evil, but who are very much interested in 
Surviving. Doliticio nc. iinen 
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Headquarters Fund. Since ss 

I last wrote only 13 mem- 6 a 
bers have contributed, but a_i} 

as one of them sent a 

cheque for £25, we have not done so badly 
as far as the total goes. I am still concerned 
about the comparatively few readers of 
Peace News who are moved to make some 
contribution towards paying for the cost 
of PPU activities, 


All such activities are designed to win 
fresh adherents to the pledge, to create a 
climate of opinion favourable to total dis- 
armament, to substitute non-violence for 
violence in all relationships. Members of 
the PPU call the tune at and through the 
Annual General Meeting, and agree on what 
to pay the piper when the Estimates are 
accepted on behalf of the whole Movement. 
Annually over 2,000 members raise over 
£2,000 by annual voluntary subscriptions. 
They are reminded of the date on which the 
subscription falls due, Last year another 
£1,300 was raised from individual members 
through the Annual Appeal, The Annual 
Appeal will be issued in March, and a re- 
minder sent in the autumn, The PPU Head- 
quarters Fund totalled £1,284, and this 
appeal is made in Peace News on alternate 
weeks, with the aim of raising £1,250 in 
1960. It gives a constant opportunity, par- 
ticularly to those who are not voluntary 
subscribers or do not respond to the Annual 
Appeal, to take their share. 


If you do not like the tune, come to the 
AGM and say so. But, please, don’t remain 
indifferent to the need of paying the piper, 
but find in your heart some motive of grati- 
tude, loyalty, responsibility, or just plain 
desire to help, which will prompt you to 
make a contribution now, 


STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 


We aim at raising £1,250 in 1960. 
We have so far raised £141, of which £31 
came since the last appeal. 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “ Headquarters 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 
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“I renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.I 





INaAUON, Fie Deleves that the recent wide- 
spread student demonstrations against segre- 
gated eating facilities show that Negroes are 
uniting behind the principles of non-violent 
resistance, 


Their protests will give impetus to a 
“larger movement” that will embrace the 
entire South, he says. 

“The demonstrations reveal that. the 
Negro will no longer accept segregation 
in any form, He will not. be ultimately 
satisfied with token integration for he 
realises that token segregation is a new 
form of discrimination covered up with 
certain niceties and complexities.” 

The public schools are a glaring example 
of token segregation. The three North 
Carolina cities that began desegregation in 
1957—Charlotte, Greensboro and Winston- 
Salem have only 13 Negroes enrolled today 





Algerian children 


‘eating earth’ 


MANY Algerian refugees in Tunisia 

are reduced to eating lumps of 
earth to allay their hunger, according 
to reports reaching the Oxford Com- 
mittee for Famine Relief, 


“The children usually have only one gar- 
ment to cover their nakedness—certainly not 
for warmth, The majority have no shoes.” 
Contrary to popular belief, North Africa is 
cold in winter and the refugees live in mud, 
twig and stone “gourbies” which are 
neither rain-proof nor wind-proof, 


TEN TONS A WEEK 


The Oxford Committee has made special 
money grants out of funds contributed by 
the public for these refugees, who are not 
yet included among the groups benefiting 
from the UK Central Fund for World 
Refugee Year, “Oxfam” is also shipping 
clothing at the rate of 10 tons a week. 


Only about 15 in every 100 of the refu- 
gees are men—mostly older men unable to 
fight. The fathers of most of the families 
have been killed, imprisoned or “ con-- 
scripted ” by the Algerian nationalist forces. 


@ PN readers in the London area who 
would like to contribute gifts of warm, 
second-hand clothing to Oxfam may leave 
them at Peace News offices, 5 Caledonian 
Road, King’s Cross, London, N.1, 
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Supreme Court order, 

Meanwhile, the orderly demonstrations 
against segregated snack bars continue. 
Among Negroes recently refused service at 
a snack counter—this time near Baltimore 
University—was band leader Duke Elling- 
ton, 

The demonstrations always take the same 
form : Negroes sit quietly at snack counters 
and stay there unserved until the store 
closes. 

Sometimes the Negroes have been met 
with hostile treatment. A few demonstra- 
tors have been variously pelted with eggs, 
sprinkling with itching powder and assaulted. 

Large-scale boycotts are now expected in 
the South, 


(See also “ Letter from America,” p. 5.) 


Work camp 
conference in 
Yugoslavia 


ORK camps are not all body 
work. The movement does brain 
work too, 

There are many aspects calling for study 
and deeper understanding and some of 
them will feature in the forthcoming 
Twelfth Conference of Organisers of Inter- 
national Voluntary Work Camps. The con- 
ference is to meet this year in Nis, Yugo- 
slavia, from March 23-30, when member 
organisations will submit reports of their 
activities since the last conference two years 
ago. 

Working papers will be presented on: 

1. Work Camps in Newly Developing 
Countries. It has been found that volun- 
tary community development work helps 
to create the foundations of intelligent 
and active citizenship. 

2. Promotion of Work Camp Exchange be- 
tween Eastern and Western Europe. 
Work camps have a place in the break- 
ing down of tensions between the power 
blocs. 

3. World Refugee Year—What are Work 
Camps doing ? 

4. Work Camps and Socially Maladjusted 
Youth. Can work camps provide a par- 
tial answer to the deliquent by provid- 
ing him with activity where he can re- 
main whole yet realise himself in an 
individualistic but socially creative life 
within the framework of society. 

There will be a photo exhibition and film 
shows at Nis. 











Now we have Mr. Gaitskell objecting to 
the Government’s “ Defence ” policy on the 
grounds that it is not effective enough, and 
Mr. Shinwell proposing that nuclear 
weapons be given up in order to devote 
more to improving the conventional forces 
and their “ mobility.” It seems that he has 
no objection to retaining the stockpile of 
existing weapons. 


* 


The idea that nuclear weapons should be 
abandoned is one that appeals to many who, 
until recently, would not have been inter. 
ested in discussions about armaments, taking 
it for granted that they were a necessary 
evil, but who are very much interested in 
surviving. Politicians are aware of this 
difference from the past apathy, and obvi- 
ously want to meet the demand which 
seems to be growing, for some revision of 
Britain’s nuclear policy, 


Their inability to find a strong leader, 
who would speak for those who believe 
preparations for mass destruction to be 
immoral, is largely due to the fact that 
there is no sound principle on which to 
base the demand for abolition. If it is only 
“mass” destruction that is immoral then 
there is the difficulty of establishing the 
meaning and degree of the word “ mass.” 


The late Dr. Garbett, Archbishop of 
York, denounced nuclear weapons on the 
grounds that they could kill tens of thou- 
sands of human beings as though they were 
“worthless flies,” but apparently did not 
denounce the obliteration bombing of Ger- 
man towns, only because these towns were 
attacked with ordinary high explosives and 
not with A- or H-bombs. 


It is this lack of a settled and understood 
principle which continues to bedevil the 
whole issue. The fact is that nuclear 
weapons, like bacteriological weapons, or 
atomic weapons, are part of the preparation 
necessary for war, and are, moreover, the 
direct outcome and consequence of reliance 
upon the war method, 


I cannot better my own phrase, used in 
this column previously, and so I repeat it: 
it is not nuclear weapons that threaten us 
with war; it is war that threatens us with 
nuclear weapons. So it is war that must go. 

This becomes more and more obvious, 
and when at last Mr. Gaitskell, Mr. Shin- 
well and other leaders of any political party 
see this vital point and accept that funda- 
mental principle, one of them, or all of 
them, will move the only possible Motion: 
“That this House agrees that war should be 
abolished, and instructs HM Government to 
proceed to disarm totally.” 

It may be that such a motion will never 
be moved in the British House of Com- 
mons, but nevertheless, some day, by some 
means, this decision is bound to be taken, 
and it is pacifists who must lead the way. 
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German militarism... 
7HETHER it is only tentative talks or definite 


negotiations that have been going on between’ 


German Defence Minister Strauss and the Spanish 


Government, they have been so widely denounced’ 


in Britain, though not in the United States, that it 
would be a waste of time to add pacifist wordage 
to the chorus of condemnation. 

But it is not a waste of time to call non-pacifists’ attention 
to the fact. that what. has now happened is the logical 
result of what was done in the early days of the cold 
war. Supporters of the strategists who sowed the seed of 
Germany’s return to militaristic ideas by turning. the 
Potsdam Agreement.on total German disarmament into 
a dead letter have no reason to feel surprised at the 
noxious harvest. All that has happened since then has 
been in the strict logic of cause and effect. 


We can, of course, also go back to the days of the war 
and condemn the very fact of the alliance with Russia, 


so obviously standing no chance of surviving the war . 


itself by many years. But if we do so honesty suggests 
that we must go even further back, to the disgraceful 
time when Hitler’s successive aggressions and misdeeds 
were tacitly accepted, and from there to the incredibly 
unwise peace treaty which gave Hitler his chance. The 
difficulty would be to know where to stop, and the danger 
that we could never do so until we came to Adam and 
Eve. 


oo SUpremacy amd... 


Tt would need a careful search of history to find 
another period of less than thirty-five years con- 
taining two such gigantic blunders as the Versailles 
Treaty and the externally instigated rearmament of 
Western Germany and her incorporation in 
NATO. 
Once that was done, the facts of geography and of popula- 
tion figures, combined with French and British military 
“commitments ”’ in other parts of the world and with the 
fatuous determination to keep well armed for a “ conven- 
tional” war in Europe—in the optimistic hope that a war 
between the two great world alignments may be restricted 
to the use of “conventional ’’ weapons—made certain 
that Western Germany must grow to first-rank import- 
ance, not to say supremacy, in Western military planning. 
It is this, together with the fact that the Federal Republic’s 
territory is not large enough to accommodate adequate 
camps, training areas and all the other paraphernalia of 
Germany’s growing military effort in addition to the 
space already taken up by troops of other NATO coun- 
tries, that renders Defence Minister Strauss’ action justi- 
fiable as long as the charge against him is based on 
militaristic or legalistic grounds. Méilitarily, it is admitted 
that he needs space beyond that of Western Germany. 
He could and should of course have sought it anywhere 
in Western Europe except in Spain. But anyone who 
says so runs the risk of being laughed at, for the simple 


COMMENTARY 
‘ay 


Roy. Sherwood 





Republic of Gérmany—not anywhere else and certainly 
not to Spain, And it is because militaristic thinking is 
always farcically limited-to narrow lines: and.short-term 
values’ that no. provisions were included..toprevent the 
possibility of a situation like the present one arising. 


So we arrive at the laughable picture of the British Secre- 


tary of State for Foreign Affairs being unable to say 
more in the House of Commons in answer to Mr. Arthur 
Henderson than that he certainly thought that the-manu- 


“facture by Germany of rockets and nuclear weapons in 


Spain would be “ quite contrary to the spirit of the agree- 
ments.” No one will miss the significance of the wor 
“spirit” in this reply. And only people who know 
nothing at all of history will think that the spirit of 
agreements between nations has ever been treated as of 
much importance in the past. 


..- Russian fears 


"HAT Herr Strauss has. also provided the Soviets 


with an important propaganda point is negligible 
in comparison with the fact that any strengthening 
of German-Spanish relations must intensify Rus- 
sian fears about the future. A Germany which 
recognises neither the East German Republic nor 
the finality of the Oder-Neisse line, linked in grow- 
ing interconnection with a Phalangist Spain, can- 
not possibly fail to prove a hindrance to world 
relaxation apart from prejudicing the chances of a 
successful “ Summit ’’ meeting in May. 


As this must have been perfectly well known to the Ger- 


man Defence Minister and the Chancellor, and it is also 
generally accepted that the leakage of information about 
the German-Spanish talks was intentional, a great part of 
the criticism has been less about the substance than about 
the timing of the disclosure. The explanation, admittedly 
based on nothing more than what seems a very reason- 
able suspicion, would appear to be that this is not an 
instance of German insensitivity but of cold calculation: 
West Germany has a minimum of desire for the success 
of the “Summit” meeting because success implies a 
measure of accommodation in the Berlin issue and at 
least a degree of recognition of the East German régime. 
Both are anathema to the Bonn authorities. So, to mini- 
mise the chances of success at the “ Summit” meeting 
in advance may well have seemed a clever move to 
people who can pretend, anyway, to be acting solely in 
the endeavour to make NATO more efficient. 


answer is that what is. good. enough for the United States Fairness demands one last addition to this comment: Bonn 


_ The Middle East 


EVER more than quiescent, the old Arab versus 
Israel hostility has in recent weeks again become 
fierce and active! A number of armed clashes 
between Syrians and Israelis were reported early 
in February, with regard to which both sides de- 
clared their readiness to attend a conciliation 
meeting which Major-General Carlson von Horn, 
Chief of Staff of the Truce Supervision Organisa- 
. tion, was trying to arrange. But the Israeli accept- 
ance was conditional on the demilitarised zone not 
figuring on the agenda, and the Syrians wanted it 
treated as the main point, so that nothing much 
has happened, 


In the meantime the Arab League has been shooting its 


head off, with President Nasser delivering highly aggres- 
sive speeches of which it may be hoped (with a good deal 
of probability) that they were meant for internal enthu- 
siasm-provoking consumption and not to be taken as 
serious expressions of practical intentions. 


Behind all the vociferation lies one important problem, the 


solution of which calls for more wisdom than the em- 
bittered Israelis and Arabs are themselves likely to dis- 
play: the apportionment of the waters of the Jordan and 
its various tributaries to one of a number of irrigation 
plans affecting Jordan, Israel, Syria and Lebanon, and the 
decision which of the plans should be adopted and how 
it is to be executed. 


External help will plainly be needed but) will not be 


anxious to come forward as long as an Arab-Israeli war 
continues to look possible. President Nasser would have 
done well to remember this before he.made it a feature 
of his address at Damascus, on February 22, on the occa- 
sion of the second anniversary of the United Arab Re- 
public, that the tripartite declaration of Britain, France 
and the United States, guaranteeing the frontiers and 
status quo in the Middle East, was dead—buried in Port 
Said in 1956 under the Anglo-French Suez “ interven- 
tion.” He was no doubt right, but to say so just then 
was not particularly sensible. 


A broader * Suxuumit’? 


HEN Mr. Khrushchey attended a mass meeting 

in the company of Dr. Sukarno on February 22 
at Surabaya in the course of his visit to. Indonesia, 
it was the Indonesian President who. “stole the 
show” from his guest by saying something very 
simple which touched the heart of every person in 
the vast audience. 


We were all now looking forward, said Dr. Sukarno, to the 


long delayed “Summit” meeting. Not only the rate of 
future economic progress or its slowing-down under ever 
growing armaments expenditure’ but even the chances of 
continued life for the greater part of the world’s popula- 
tion were closely dependent on such deliberations: He 
was therefore “a little surprised” that there ‘were to be 
no representatives at the “Summit” conference of the 
1,600,000,000 people of Asia and Africa. It is not prac- 
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tional ” war in Europe—in the optimistic hope that a war 
between the two great world alignments may be restricted 
to the use of “conventional” weapons—made certain 
that Western Germany must grow to first-rank import- 
ance, not to say supremacy, in Western military planning. 

It is this, together with the fact that the Federal Republic’s 
territory is not large enough to accommodate adequate 
camps, training areas and all the other paraphernalia of 
Germany’s growing military effort. in addition to the 
space already taken up by troops of other NATO coun- 
tries, that renders Defence Minister Strauss’ action justi- 
fiable as long as the charge against him is based on 
militaristic or legalistic grounds.  Militarily, it is admitted 
that he needs space beyond that of Western Germany. 
He could and should of course have sought it anywhere 
in Western Europe except in Spain. But anyone who 
says so runs the risk of being laughed at, for the simple 
answer is that what is good enough for the United States 
must of necessity be good enough for the Federal 
Republic... Herr’ Strauss would probably enjoy every 
‘opportunity of saying so. 

As for the legal aspect, there too he is safe. As The Times 
pointed out in its leading article of February 25, the 
limitations imposed on Germany by the Paris Agreements 
of 1954 and enforced by Western European Union, in- 
spections apply only to the territory of the “Federal 


Fairness demands one last addition to this comment: 


man Defence Minister and the Chancellor, and it is also 
generally accepted that the leakage of information about 
the German-Spanish talks was intentional, a great part of 
the criticism has been less about the substance than about 
the timing of the disclosure. The explanation, admittedly 
based on nothing more than what seems a very reason- 
able suspicion, would appear to be that this is not an 
instance of German insénsitivity but of cold calculation: 
West Germany has a minimum of desire for the success 
of the ‘Summit’ meeting because success implies a 
measure of accommodation in the Berlin issue and at 
least a degree of recognition of the East German régime. 
Both are anathema to the Bonn authorities. So, to mini- 
mise the chances of success at the “ Summit” meeting 
in advance may well have seemed a clever move to 
people who can pretend, anyway, to be acting solely in 
the endeavour to make NATO more efficient. 

Bonn 
strongly denies that it had anything to do with the leak- 


age and. equally strongly asserts that it acted throughout — 


“with the full knowledge and’ approval of SHAPE, 
America, Britain and France.” The mystery of the leak- 
age thus becomes deeper and the supposition of mutual 
misunderstandings between the NATO partners stronger. 
The damage to the prospects of the “Summit ” 


"remains. 


meeting. » 


HEN Mr. Khrushchev attended a mass meeting 

in the company of Dr. Sukarno on February 22 
at Surabaya in the course of his visit to. Indonesia, 
it was the Indonesian President who.“ stole. the 
show”’ from his guest-by saying something. very 
simple which touched the heart of every person in 
the vast audience. 


We were all now looking forward, said Dr. Sukarno, to the 


long delayed “Summit” meeting. Not only the rate of 
future economic progress or its slowing-down under ever 
growing armaments expenditure’ but even the chances of 
continued life for the greater part of the world’s popula- 
tion were closely dependent on such deliberations: He» 
was therefore “a little surprised” that there ‘were tobe 
no representatives at the “Summit” conference of the 
1,600,000,000 people of Asia and Africa. It is not prac-* 
tical politics to think of giving: him satisfaction on the’ 
occasion of this first meeting \ but if Mr. Macmillan’s’ 
wish that ‘these conferences shall“ become’ periodically’ te- 
curring events can find: fulfilment, sAsian and African. 
representation should certainly be envisaged as a useful 
addition. Both their great needs and: the fact that they 
want to remain uncommitted) between the two world 
alignments qualify them for being heard. i 
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No warning at all 


HE United States. is developing an 
undetectable missile. 





THIS. IS YOUR WORLD | 


Minister of Defénce to state what form 
of ‘warhing of missile: warfare Would’ be 
given to the public:and) what action they ' 
would: then» be -advised’ to take,’ His te~ 
fusal was in) accParliamentary © Written 


According to the American magazine 
Popular Science of February.23, new super- 
sonic low-altitude; missiles are being de- 
signed that fly too low. to be ‘located by 
radar. 

The first of these missiles is’ called 
“ Pluto.”. “Progress on it is going forward 
rapidly,” says the chairman of the Atomic 
Energy’ Commission, Mr. John A. McCone, 

“1 think it will put the inter-continental 
ballistic missile out of business,” sums up 
the head of the design team,’ Dr. Theodore 
C.: Merkle. 


Submarine bases ? 


NAHE Civil Lord of the Admiralty’ has 
denied that there was an agreement 
between Britain and the United States 
to-ebase sat) British ) ports “US. nuclear 
submarines each capable of’ carrying 
sixteen’ 1,500-mile range Polaris, mis- 
siles with H-bomb warheads, 
He admitted, however, in a Parliamentary 
Written Answer to Harold Davies, MP,.on 


February 23, that there had been.“ 
routine.” exploratory discussions, 


‘entirely, 


So help us. all! 


RANCE was the principal recipient 

of military. aid. from. the. United 
States in the, ’Fifties.. . This’ period 
covered the wars in Indo-China and 
Algeria. 

According to figures dhitened by the us 
Defence Department..on February 24; the 
next largest. recipients of military assistance 
in the decade: were the Chinese Nationalists, 
Italy, Turkey and South Korea. 

@® The White’ House has 
$2,000,000,000: for military assistance in the 
coming “fiscal year. 


British brainwashing 


A TECHNIQUE of brainwashing 

was developed» in, Britain, during 
World Warland, used. to extract con- 
fessions, from,capturedspies, 

This‘ was‘revealed recently by Dr. Alex- 
andér Kennedy, Professor of Psychological 
Medicine at*Edinburgh University, in a, dis- 
course to the ‘Royal ‘Institution on “ Scien- 
tific’ Lessons ‘of Brainwashing.” 


requested -° 


He gave no details of who was brain- 
washed, and by whom.  :This,:he said after- 
wards, would. impinge: on) ©‘ security” 
matters. 


Critic of Eisenhower 


MR. THOMAS LANPHIER,: a lead- 

ing figure in the production of 
Atlas inter-continental®. missiles, an- 
nounced on February 24 his resigna- 
tion from,.a.US missile company. 


He wished to be free to criticise what ‘he’ 
“inadequate ” - 


called President Eisenhower" aif 
defence: policies. 

Mr. Lanphier was, formerly vice-president 
of the Convair’ division of the General 
Dynamics’ Corporation and: received: $50,000 
(about: £17,800).a year. \ 

@ His criticism: ‘The United States is 
in dire need of more and better ‘ballistic 
missiles and a better programme to develop 
bombers. @, 

* 


Prime Minister Macmillan has refused to 


instruct the Home Department and the 


€ Registered as a newspaper. 


Cinittee, 20 South Mwelfth St.5 
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NON-VIOLENCE AND NEGRO RIGHTS. 
. Lunch-counter protests are ‘anewiniliteag 


HYABITUALLY in the US February, 
the month of Lincoln’s Birthday, 
is an occasion for, pious words—but 


not deeds—in. favour © of . Negroes’ 
rights. February 1960 was an excep- 
tion: it marked the start of a. sit-in 


campaign which has snowballed. into 
the most significant protest action 
since the memorable 1956 bus boycott 
in Montgomery, Alabama. 


Several hundred Negroes and some whites 
in over 25 Southern cities have participated 
already in the sit-ins at Woolworth’s and 
other variety chain store lunch-counters and 
the movement is spreading. 


The arrest of some 200 sit-iners in four 
or five communities on charges of “ tres- 
passing ” has failed to stem the tide of the 
movement. These cases are being defended 
by attorneys for the National, Association 
for the Advancement of Coloured People 
(NAACP). 


The sit-in technique employed is a non- 
violent one which the Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE) has used successfully for 
many years to abolish restaurant discrim- 
ination. However, it has never been prac- 
tised on such a vast scale as in the present 
protest. 


HOW IT STARTED 


Tt all started spontaneously on February 
1 with a sit-in at Woolworth’s in Greens- 
boro by students of North Carolina Agri- 
cultural and Technical College. College and 
high school students, mostly Negroes, in 
other localities followed suit. _ Supporting 
picket demonstrations in front of Wool- 
worth stores have occurred in: many cities 
outside of the South, CORE, NAACP 
branches, unions and church. groups: have 
rallied behind the protest. 


Despite the large numbers of students 
involved and. despite taunting by rowdy 
gangs of white youths in'some cities, out- 
breaks of violence have been’ few and 
minor. They have occurred where the sit- 


ins have involved high school rather than 
college students. 


After one such outbreak, in Portsmouth, 
Virginia, CORE conducted a one-day work- 
shop on non-violence. The 40 students 
attending enacted a socio-drama of a sit- 
in and then went “on stage” to conduct a 
sit-in at the local Woolworth store. After- 
wards they returned for an_ evaluation. 
There has been no new outbreak of violence 
in Portsmouth. CORE plans other such 
workshops, but with the sit-in movement so 


Jim Peck’s 


widespread, the educational er to be done 
is tremendous, 


For the most part, non-violence has been 
maintained. ‘The advice given by Martin 
Luther King from his 1956 experience as 
leader of the Montgomery bus boycott, is 
taken seriously by the students, Addressing 
a recent mass rally in Durham, he urged 
the students not only to avoid violent re- 
taliation but to gain an understanding of 
“the tremendous power of non-violence.” 

Objective of the sit-in movement is to end 
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racial discrimination at the lunch counters 
of Woolworth’s and other major low-price 
variety stores. At present Negroes are 
served at stand-up counters but not. at 
counters with stools. The same Negro 
individual is deemed acceptable in a stand- 
ing posture but objectionable in, a seated 
posture—at the very same counter. 


When Franklin. McCain, one. of the 
original Greensboro sit-iners, asked a white 
waitress for a cup of coffee, he was told: 
“Tm sorry, but we don’t serve coloured 
here.” - He replied: “I beg your pardon, 
you just served me at a (stand-up) counter 
two feet away. Why is it that you serve me 
at one counter and deny me at another ? 
Why not stop serving me at all the 
counters ? ” 


‘LOCAL CUSTOM ’? 


Woolworth’s and the other companies in- 
volved make no attempt to expiain this in- 
congruity; they simply attribute it to “ local 
custom,” which they feel obliged to main- 
tain. When company officials expressed this 
viewpoint to me “in recent negotiations 
initiated by CORE, I recalled that they had 
told me the same thing in the early 1950s 
in similar negotiations prompted by CORE 
sit-ins in’ St. Louis and Baltimore. Yet, by 
the spring of 1954 lunch-counters in both 
of these. upper-South cities. were serving 
everybody regardless of colour. 


I made a point of asking the chief public 
relations official of each company whether 
there were any regrets, businesswise, about 
the policy change in St. Louis and Balti- 
more which they had held to be contrary 
to ‘“ local custom.” There were none. 
Despite. this “ proof-of--the-pudding ” ex-- 
perience, the companies remain adamant in 
the present situation. 


CLOSING POLICY 


Instead. of at least trying out integration 
in.a store or two, as CORE suggested, they 
have adopted a policy of closing down their 
lunch-counters, and in some cases their 
entire stores, as soon as a sit-in occurs. 


Actually, public opinion in the cities 
affected is quite similar to that in St. Louis 


boro by students of North Carolina Agri- 
cultural and Technical College. College and 
high school students, mostly Negroes, in 
other localities followed suit. Supporting 
picket demonstrations in front of Wool- 
worth stores have occurred in’ many cities 
outside of the South, CORE, NAACP 
branches, unions and church. groups: have 
rallied behind the protest. 


Despite the large numbers of students 
involved and despite taunting by rowdy 
gangs of white youths in some cities, out- 
breaks. of violence ‘have been’ few and 
minor. They have occurred where the sit- 
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Cricket team boycott 


MB. R. J.. WESTALL recently. urged. (PN, 

February 5), a, three-pronged’ campaign 
against, the all-white South. African. cricket 
team: boycotting all matches. in which, the 
team plays; urging cricketers to refuse to 
play: -with~the ~South African “team; and 
“direct action” to obstruct games when in 
progress. Mr, Westall compares his third 
proposal with: the .Harrington’ demonstra- 
tion, and thinks it.will achieyé- a ‘similar 
result, 

The comparison-with Harrington is mis- 
leading, One purpose’ of obstruction at a 
rocket base is to dramatise the Violence in- 
herent in the,.base, and, any physical injury 
incurred shows. up the fact thatthe base 
threatens death and injury to millions, But 
I 4m not sure what.getting hit »by a cricket 
ball demonstrates,..except the | inherent 
violence of a cricket match, This isynot an 
issue likely to rouse widespread sympathy! 


What Mr, Westalf-is really trying to 
demonstrate is the injustice of the way in 
which the South African team was selected. 
Boycotting the match or running a counter 
match with a mixed team would be effective 
ways of dramatising this injustice, ),Queer- 
ing the pitch. for the players immediately 
confuses the issue, 


{t is in any-cases doubtful whéther ob- 
structing people, as opposed to vehicles, is 
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a valuable form of action, Sitting in front 
of people would irritate them without 
demonstrating anything of great significance, 
and is likely to provoke violence by those 
being obstructed. It is not comparable to 
risking death by lying in front of a lorry 
and does not. present the, same real’ chal+ 
lenge to. those, obstructed, or the same 
appeal to their humanity, 


i doubt if any game: is. sufficiently | im- 
portant. to warrant civil disobedience, which 
is a last resort. Whilst discrimination of any 
kind is wrong, the millions of oppressed in 
South Africa have more urgent worries than 
non-selection for a cricket team, There is a 
further complication to be considered, Ob- 
structing at Lords is likely to lead to ob- 
structing the police, At Harrington the 
police were acting as part of the state and 
guarding the base. But the metropolitan 
police force is' not responsible for imple- 
menting the policies of the South African 
Government, 


Civil disobedience in South Africa against 
such evils as the pass laws is simply the 
assertion of basic .human, rights., There 
might be occasions when. civil disobedience 
would be right in. Britain if some form, of 


apartheid were. being directly, enforced there. 


But at present concentrating on, the idea of 
boycott is equally ‘direct ” and much more 
relevant, A. widespread boycott by, British 
cricketers and the general public would. have 
much,.greater, impact on. both Africans and 
the Nationalist Government than.a dramatic 
gesture by. a few individuals, Such a gesture 
is likely to hinder rather. than le A a bay- 
eott campaign in Britain, 


lL believe in’ extreme, action by a ‘few 
individuals cin ‘some circumstances, ‘But! in- 
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discriminate use, of the ‘“ Swaffham tech- 
nique ” on every possible occasion will tend 
to nullify the value of civil, disobedience, 
which should be treated as one aspect of 
the overall direct action method, not as ‘the 
only form of direct... action —APRIL 
CARTER, London, N.21, 


British anti-semitism 


BRUCE" ODSPUR’ s Bomtentary last 
week invited inside opinion about, 
British anti-semitism. As a Jewess, born 


and ‘bred in England, ‘and intimately con- 
nected. with Israel, I think I am qualified 
to speak. 


I donot agree with Koestler that the 
choice lies between adopting Israeli citizen- 
ship or assimilating, because Jewish tradi- 
tion embodies something quite independent 
of geography or national environment; and 
I question whether Jewish ritual practice 
ever gives rise, to anti-semitism, Rather. it 
is, I, think, a primitive physical reaction, 
which inspires such comments,as: that attri- 
buted recently, to, a member of the Cam- 
bridge Appointments, Board: -“‘ Not» very 
appetising-looking—-short and Jewy and wet 
palms.” 


It may well be that jealousy, like Hitler's, 
excited by his ‘disqualification in favour of 
a Jewish competitor, plays a part, as does 
arrogance which is as characteristic of suc- 
cessful Jews: as of the upper ten, or ten 
thousands, in any -people: But primatily 
the antipathy—-where it exists—is physical 
and social; where Jews, as a consequence 
of Ghetto conditions; fail to-conform to’ the 
standards of gentility of the ‘circles opened 
to | thenr'\-by*stheir’ intelligence —-NAOMI 
BIRNBERG, 8 The Onefard;* beckypenorgeete 
‘London, S.E3, 


’ Junch-counters, 


the policy change in St. Louis “and Balti- 
more which they had held to be contrary 
to ‘ local custom.” There were none. 
Despite this. “ proof-of--the-pudding ”  ex-- 
perience, the companies remain adamant in 
the present situation. 


CLOSING POLICY 


Instead of at least trying out integration 
in.a store or two, as CORE suggested, they 
have adopted a policy of closing down their 
and in some cases their 
entire stores, as soon as a sit-in occurs. 


(AATF GCL Se Wott ere) Le 


Actually, public opinion in the cities 
affected is quite similar to that in St, Louis 
and, Baltimore at the time of the’ policy 
change: in favour of going along with the 
trend of the times rather than resorting to 
violent opposition. The trend in these cities 
is toward integration. In Greensboro, where 
the sit-ins started, city buses have aban- 
doned segregation and schools have started 
to integrate. 


Yet officials of each company with whom 
our CORE team negotiated said in effect: 
“We. simply can’t. go contrary to local 
custom.” And each, time,; recalling my nego- 
tiations in the early 1950s, I thought: “ This 
is where I came in,”.and felt like getting up 
and leaving.. .But I had to sit through it 
again and will have to do’ so next time and 
next, time. There sinevitably will be several 
“nexts ” over the.coming years as the jim- 
crow line, recedes Southward. { 
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Michael Randle takes a look at the International Sahara Protest Team and 


THE BOMB THAT ROUSED A CONTINENT 


The Sahara Protest Team was international—French, 


Americans, Ghanaians, one 


man from Basutoland, and the British taking part, During the action, team leader 


Michael Scott visited several African states to assist in 
following article by Michael Randle, Chairman of the 


spreading the protest. The 
Direct Action Committee 


Against Nuclear War which initiated the protest, was written from Accra, 


‘ FHOORAY for France. 


Since this morning she is stronger and _ prouder. 


From the bottom of my heart my thanks to you and to those who, for 
her, have carried off this magnificent success.” 


Thus General de Gaulle to M. Pierre ;}-———— 


Guillaumat the Minister present at Reggan 
when France exploded her first atomic bomb 
and thus joined the nuclear club and, as 
the Ghana Council for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment aptly put it, “ resigned from the club 
of human decency and respect for the rights 
of others.” 


It was indeed a victory for France. A 
victory of power politics over reason and 
humanity. The voice of African peoples, 
the resolutions of the United Nations, the 
non-violent protests and demonstrations 
throughout the world had been ignored and 
rejected. The bomb was exploded. France 
had won. 


This is on the face of it. But France’s 
victory may prove a transient one and the 
opposition that her test aroused may re- 
deem the world from nuclear suicide. For 
although the protests have failed in their 
immediate objective a continent has been 
roused to the dangers and inhumanity of 
nuclear war. By exploding a bomb in 
Africa, France has underlined the fact that 
imperialism and the preparations for 
nuclear war spring from the same basic in- 
humanity which treats men as pawns and 
ciphers and threatens their dignity and their 
very survival. 


I would Jike to consider here the part 
that was played in the opposition to the test 
by the efforts of the International Sahara 
Protest Team—including not only the team 
members from inside and outside Africa but 
the men like Ghana’s Minister of Finance, 
Mr. K. A. Gbedemah, and _ organisations 
like the Ghana Council for Nuclear Dis- 
armament which sponsored and backed the 
project, 


Response 


December news of anti-nuclear demonstra- 
tions in other parts of the world have been 
given wide coverage—the Direct Action 
demonstrations in England and the Coast 
to Coast march (a picture of which 
appeared in the weekly Ashanti Times) and 
many other demonstrations large and small 
all over the world (some of them not even 
covered by Peace News !) 


A word of credit must be given here to 
the experienced American pacifist leaders, 





One case of looting (of a French store in 
Dunqua) was reported and was immediately 
condemned by the authorities. Apart from 
that the campaign remained strictly, and 
proudly, non-violent, 


Challenge 


DIRECT action at its best is not only 
a means of rousing public opinion 
but also a very powerful way of ex- 
pressing it—-a way that provides a 
direct moral challenge to the opponent. 
Did this project present the French 
authorities with this direct moral challenge? 
The answer, I think, is that it did so only 
partially, 
The Team certainly succeeded in em- 
barrassing the French authorities by its 
presence on their boundaries and by actions 


Banners held high—an African protest against the French A-test sweeps 
throiudch Accra 


This is disappointing, but is what the French 
authorities hoped for when they refused to 
arrest us. What little publicity there has 
been has been centred mainly round Pierre 
Martin’s fast and has travelled far—to East 
and West Europe and even to China. 

In France itself the virtual black-out on 
news of the Team began to lift a little when 
Esther Peter returned to Paris, Le Monde, 
the Paris daily, published a long letter from 
her and a number of left-wing journals 
carried reports and articles, She was also 
instrumental in rallying support for the pro- 
ject from organisations in France. 


More bombs 


W HAT of the future? France has 

announced her intention of ex- 
ploding more bombs and more power- 
ful bombs in the Sahara. 

If she does she will harden opinion in 
Africa against her and against those who 
support her by their silence, Can Africa 
save France from her own folly and the 
power-mad world from nuclear destruc- 
tion ? 

She is uniquely placed to do so, and the 
enthusiasm with which militant non-violent 
action has been hailed by her leaders and 
her people promises well, Let us hope they 
continue to support the Ghana Council for 
Nuclear Disarmament which declared on 
the day the bomb was exploded: “ The 
Council will continue to use every non- 
violent means to awaken the peoples of 
Africa to the dangers of what the French 
are doing in the Sahara.” 





Army of workers 
at test site 


[HE test site near Reggane—a ‘ for- 
bidden zone’ in the Western Sahara, 
370 miles south of the French missile 
testing range at Colomb-Bechar—now 
rivals the mushrooming oilfields of the 
eastern desert in activity,” reported the 
Ghana Times on December 7. 
“A daily military air service links Reggane 
with Algiers and seven tons of meat a 
week » are »flown. fram. Bact a 
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humanity which treats men as pawns and 
ciphers and threatens their dignity and their 
very survival. 


I would like to consider here the part 
that was played in the opposition to the test 
by the efforts of the International Sahara 
Protest Team—including not only the team 
members from inside and outside Africa but 
the men like Ghana’s Minister of Finance, 
Mr. K. A. Gbedemah, and organisations 
like the Ghana Council for Nuclear Dis- 
armament which sponsored and backed the 
project, 


Response 


FIRST let me say that the team’s role 


was a very significant one. 

Ghana played a leading part in the anti. 
test campaign in Africa and within Ghana 
the campaign centered round, and was can- 
alised by, the Sahara Protest Team. First 
credit for this must be given to the people 
of Ghana themselves for their inspiring and 
generous support for a programme of non- 
violent direct action. 


The extent of their response can be gath- 
ered from a study of the press reports and 
comments here since Michael Scott’s arrival 
last November. Furthermore, news of the 
team’s efforts has spread far and wide in 
Africa, as Michael Scott himself discovered 
during his recent visits to Tunisia and 
Morocco. News spread also to the Middle 
East. In Bagdad, following the broadcast of 
Michael Scott’s appeal for funds and volun- 
teers at the All Africa People’s Conference, 
General Kassem himself led a mass rally to 
raise volunteers for the Team and signed a 
cheque to cover the volunteers’ expenses. 


The Team not only played a major part 
in rousing African opinion; it also helped 
to prevent anti-French and anti-Western 
feeling from overshadowing the broader 
issues involved. The international character 
of the team was in part responsible for this, 
especially the presence of Michael Scott and 
of the two French members, Mme. Esther 
Peter and M. Pierre Martin. 


It would be difficult to overestimate the 
part that these two people played. They 
showed that this was not only an African 
concern but a world concern, and they were 
a constant reminder that the French Gov- 
ernment isn’t always the same thing as the 
French people, some of whom at least 
opposed the bomb. 


Since the Team set off from Accra last 





Banners held high—an African protest against the French A-test sweeps 
through Accra 


Bayard Rustin and A. J. Muste, who 
did so much to give direction to the 
project. They did not so much take the 
emphasis off anti-imperialism and place it 
on abstract principles as underline that im- 
perialism and the power politics that pro- 
duce nuclear weapons were part and parcel 
of the same evil. 


New impetus 


NOTHER major achievement of 

the project has been to give a new 
impetus to the ideas of non-violence 
and direct action, 


Everywhere we went, speaking to chiefs, 
to Commissioners, to the ordinary people 
we found that our insistence on non-violence 
was understood and appreciated, People 
throughout the country responded in the 
same spirit. 


Christians (both Catholic and Protestant) 
and Muslims held days of prayer and sup- 
plication that the test would be abandoned; 
the Northern House of Chiefs called on all 
Muslims to observe January 1 as a day of 
prayer against the test; the Ghana League 
of Patriots fasted for three days to mark 
the team’s setting off from Accra on its 
journey North and Premier Dr. Nkrumah 
sent them his greetings and support. Groups 
and individuals throughout the country (in- 
cluding one chief) fasted and prayed. 


Non-violence indeed became a by-word. 
Every protest and demonstration proudly 
announced that it too was non-violent, This 
in turn had its effect on the character of the 
demonstrations and helped to prevent their 
getting disorderly (and hence less effective) 
when it became clear that in spite of all, 
France was going to go ahead with the test: 


like Pierre’s fast. (This is borne out by 
their expulsion of Pierre Martin from the 
French trusteeship territory of Togoland 
and by their warnings to French airlines 
not to accept him as one of their pas- 
sengers.) 


But the French were able to stop us with 
the least amount of embarrassment and fuss. 
Their unwillingness to allow us to proceed 
on the one hand or to arrest us on the other 
was in fact a reluctant tribute to the power 
of world opinion which supported us and 
which would have been further stirred had 
we either been arrested or reached the test- 
ing site, 


On the other hand, had the immediate 
moral challenge been sufficiently great they 
would have been forced, in spite of them- 
selves, to take more drastic action, This 
might have happened for instance if we had 
succeeded in proceeding much further into 
French territory and if the French con- 
cluded that the only sure way of preventing 
our reaching the site was to arrest us. 


It would be a mistake to become ob- 
sessed about getting arrested or to regard it 
as a sine qua non of a successful demon- 
stration. But ways must be found of 
making demonstrations more effective in 
their challenge if direct action is not to 
appear something that our opponents can 
block and ignore. The experience gained 
during this project will, I think, when sifted 
and analysed, prove immensely valuable in 
this search. It may reveal the need for new 
approaches and more flexible attitudes. 


So much for the impact on Africa and 
on the French Government, What of the 
rest of the world? 

From what I can gather the project has 
had little publicity in the international press. 


are going in the Sahara.” 





Army of workers 
at test site 


“DHE test site near Reggane—a ‘for- 

bidden zone’ in the Western Sahara, 

370 miles south of the French missile 

testing range at Colomb-Bechar—now 

rivals the mushrooming oilfields of the 

eastern desert in activity,” reported the 
Ghana Times on December 7. 

“A daily military air service links Reggane 
with Algiers and seven tons of meat a 
week are flown from Fort Lamy, the 
Chad capital, to feed the army of workers 
and the troops who guard the secrets of 
the test area, 

“The test site has brought the area a popu- 
lation of several thousands, an airport 
and atomic installations including massive 
concrete shelters for the personnel, the 
report concludes. 
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MEETINGS 


FRIENDS AND THE WIDER CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY : Speaker: G. Ronald Howe. Sun- 
day, March 6, at 6.30 p.m., Friends House, Euston 
Road, N.W.1. Everybody welcome. 


ACCOMMODATION 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly good 
food for visitors. and permanent guests. CANon- 
bury 1340. Telkea Shayler, 27, Hamilton Pk., 
London, N.5. : 

SINGLE DIVAN ROOM, gas ring, 30s. Opposite 
East Finchley tube. Telephone after 6 p.m, TUDor 
0581, 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

A VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE in the heart 
of the Lake District. Rothay Bank, Grasmere, West- 
morland, offers comfortable rooms and expertly 
planned meals, attention to those requiring rest as 
well as facilities for walkers, climbers, motorists. 
Large garden with view of the fells. Isabel James. 
Telephone : Grasmere 334, 


COTSWOLDS—Vegetarian Guest House for peace 
lovers on the southern slopes of the Cotswold Hills 
in four-acre garden. Apply for Brochure to Kath- 
leen Keleney, Coombe Lodge, Wotton-under-Edge, 
Glos. 

KESWICK—Visit the Lake District. for your 
holiday this year. Highfield Vegetarian House, The 
Heads, offers beautiful scenery, good food, comfort, 
friendly atmosphere. Write Mr. & Mrs. Lusby 
(V.C,A. Members). Tel. 508. 


NEWQUAY (Cornwall). A friendly holiday at 
attractive Corisande Guest House. Comfortable. 
Good food. Excursions. Private path to sands. 
Excellent bathing. Well recommended. Summer 
terms from £7 10s. Free brochure 4 from Douglas 
Bishop, ‘‘ Littlestone,’’ Dawlish, Devon. 

SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK. Vegetarian 
Guest House overlooking Cardigan Bay. Mountains, 
sands and sea bathing. Also furnished rooms, own 
kitchen. Trevor & Mary Jepson, Brackenhurst, 
Fairbourne, Merioneth. 

WEYMOUTH—Four-berth Caravan, 


bay. Not July 23 to August 13.. From 5 gns. 
SAE for brochure—Gray, Buckland) Newton, 
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AMERICAN WOMAN, would-be pacifist, 55, in- 
vites correspondence. Box No. 846. 

COMMUNITY OF YOUNG, PACIFISTS seek 
house to rent, with reasonable access to Tulse Hill 
and Streatham. Box No. 845. 

DUPLICATING, shorthand, typing, translations. 
Mabei Eyles, 10, Beaconsfield Rd., London, N.11 
ENT 3324. 

FAMILY PLANNING requisites by post anywhere. 
Booklet and price list free under plain cover. 
Premier Laboratories (Box 60), 333 Gray’s Inn 
Road, W.C.1. 


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to. vaccination to. enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 


WAR_ RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged airmail 
covers. Please send to WRI, 88 Park Av., Enfield, 


Middlesex. 
RESTAURANTS 


DIFFERENT FOOD at the Vegetarian Restaurant, 
1 Earl’s Court Road (Nr. Ken, High St.). Salad 


T find great changes 


im America 


By F EN N ER BROCK WAY, MP Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


I HAVE visited America five times. 
America’s Fabian Society, The Lea 
as now, for the American Friends’ Service Committee.’ 


changes I have noticed in public opinion between these visits. 


During the interval of 30 years, the most noticeable change was in racial relations. 
In Arkansas and Texas five years ago, I saw whites and Negroes sitting side by side in 


trains and buses—unthinkable in the late 


The most marked changes I have found 
since 1950 has been the emergence of Africa 
into American consciousness, Five years 
ago there was little interest in Africa, Now 
the newspapers, television, and large meet- 
ings are devoted to Africa, 


Everywhere I have been in America, I 
learned that African leaders had just left 
or were about to come. Tom Mboya from 
Kenya, Julius Nyerere from Tanganyika, 
Abu Myenja from Uganda, Sekou Touré 
from Guinea. 


Earlier Kwame Nkrumah was here from 
Ghana. Dr. Azikiwe hasn’t come recently 
from Nigeria, but everyone is talking about 
the fine impression he made a few nights 
ago in a television appearance. 


This contact with African leaders has 
made a deep impression. They have proved 
themselves able and popular in their per- 
sonalities. I have heard many Americans 
compare them favourably with their own 
Congressmen. 


At the same time, Africans are still often 
treated with an ugly prejudice in the press. 
There is a syndicated columnist named 
Robert Ruark whose rude and crude stuff 
about Mboya and Kenya Africans I have 
read in half-a-dozen towns. Ghana con- 
tinues to get a bad press here in many 
places, as previously it did in Britain. 

These newspapermen are doing America 
a greater disservice than Africa. Africa is 
confident and on-coming. Its influence in 
the world will grow every year. If America 
wants to seize the opportunities which de- 
veloping Africa provides, it must be fair 
to Africa’s leaders. Most Americans are. 


Unexpected incidents associated with 
Africa have occurred nearly everywhere T 


twenties. 


Five years ago at Berkeley, across the 
bay at San Francisco, a young student 
| questioned me from the back of the hall. 
His name, Kiano. He is now one of the 
leaders of the Independence Movement in 
Kenya and a very influential member of 
the Legislature. 


At Berkeley this year I met eleven Afri- 
cans from Kenya whose coming to America 
was initiated by Dr. Kiano. They were part 
of the large air lift of African students 
organized and financed by a number of 
Americans. Among the eleven Kenyans were 
two girls of 15 still at High School level. 
I suppose I have visited 20 universities. At 
every college there were African students. 


A telling incident 


An incident which pleased me took place 
at Hamilton in Indiana. An elderly man 
and his wife approached me and asked after 
Peter Koinange; they were worried because 
they had seen press reports that he had 
been excluded from the London Kenya 
conference on the charge of responsibility 
for Mau Mau. I reassured them, telling 
how Peter is now happily at Accra, and 
asked how they came to be interested in 
him. 


“When he was a student here he was in 
my drama class,” the man replied. “We 
have come 100 miles by road to learn from 
you how he is.” 


This is typical of American friendship as 
I have found it. The ties which are being 
made here with African students will deeply 
offect..the future sof. AfrocAmenmiran 


nalea.. 


Thirty years ago I came three successive seasons for 
gue for Industrial Democracy. Five years ago I came, 
I am often asked what are the greatest 
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in their countries. They will always look 
kindly on America. 


But their attitude towards America will 
also be influenced by what they have seen 
here of race relations. I have recognized 
how much they have improved, but in some 
of the Southern states they are still bad and 
even in the North there are social problems, 
such as housing, which stir race prejudice. 
The Negroes no longer accept this quietly. 


Indeed, the race issue in America has 
reached a new phase. The Negroes are now 
challengingly asserting their equality. 


The Rev, Martin Luther King, their 
leader in Alabama, has become a national 
figure. In many places Negroes are follow- 
ing his example of resistance to any prac- 
tice of discrimination, On the West Coast, 
in the North, in the East, I found Negroes 
demonstrating against acts of racial injustice 
in the South. A new solidarity has been 
born among Negroes throughout America. 


This is in part a reflection of the new 
status which Africans are gaining in Africa 
itself. Everywhere there is this new self- 
reliance. Its significance in America will 
be great. 


The Negro challenge is perhaps the most 
dynamic thing that is happening in America, 
The Negroes are one-tenth of the popula- 
tion. As they begin to act together they 
can become a big political influence. They 
will certainly be on the side of human 
freedom everywhere. 


So one has a new realisation here of the 
oneness of the struggle for human equality 
everywhere. In Africa, in Asia, the claim 
is expressed in the irresistable movement 
towards self-government and self-determina- 
tion. In America, in Britain, it is expressed 
in the equally irresistable movement for an 
end to all racial discrimination. 


COMMUNITY OF YOUNG, PACIFISTS seek 
house to rent, with reasonable access to Tulse Hill 
and Streatham. Box No. 845. 

DUPLICATING, shorthand, typing, translations. 
Mabei Eyles, 10, Beaconsfield Rd., London, N.11. 
ENT 3324. 

FAMILY PLANNING requisites by post anywhere. 


Booklet and price list free under plain cover. 
Premier Laboratories (Box 60), 333 Gray’s Inn 
Road, W.C.1. 


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to. vaccination to. enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 


WAR _ RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL welcomes 


gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged airmail 
covers, Please send to WRI, 88 Park Av., Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


RESTAURANTS 
DIFFERENT FOOD at the Vegetarian Restaurant, 
12, Earl’s Court Road (Nr. Ken. High St.). Salad 
meals of cheese & fruit, hot savouries with veget- 
ables or salad, good soups and sweets, Inexpensive, 
fresh and varied. Reading & coffee room second 
floor, Open 12 to 2.15 lunch (except Sunday). 


LITERATURE 


BRITAIN'S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY— 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war— 
the *‘* Socialist Leader.’’ Indispensable to. members 


of the PPU who want up-to-date information of 
home and world politics. Threepence weekly. 
Obtainable from your newsagent or from 48 
Dundas St., Glasgow, Cl, and 6, Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. 

“ LIBERTE,”’ the French pacifist monthly. 16s. 
a year post free from. Housmans Bookshop, 5, 
Caledonian Road, King's Cross, London, N.1. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature re- 
specting the Faith) and Practice of the Religious 


Society of Friends, free on application to. Friends 
Home Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1. 


THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP invites 
your support. For details of membership write : 
Rey. Leslie Worsnip, 63, Loughborough Rd., Quorn, 
Leics 

THE BIGGEST BOOKSELLERS. in the world 
cannot supply more titles than. Housmans Bookshop, 
the Peace News booksellers. Make a’ point. of 
visiting our new shop, or send your orders by post 
to 5 Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, London, N.1. 


FOR SALE 


BIRTHDAY SUBSCRIPTIONS : Solve the present 
problem by giving your friends a subscription to 
Peace News, Eight | weeks’ introductory postal 
subscription 2s, 6d. Birthday Card 6d. extra. 
Subscription Dept., Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, 
King’s Cross, London, NI, 


SITUATIONS. VACANT 


PEACE NEWS .OFFICE .§ is open up to 9 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books and 
stationery, and for voluntary help with the dispatch 
of Peace News. Visitors welcomed (Mon. to Fri., 
930° am. to 5:30 pm. 5 Calendonian Road, 
London, N.1. 


CORNWALL. West Haven, Widemouth Bay, 
Bude. High-class vegetarian food reform guest 
house, overlooking sea and sandy beach, Home 
produce and baking. ° Miss Amy Halliwell. 
Widemouth Bay 275, CYC ALS 
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4\t the same time, Africans are still often 
treated with an ugly prejudice in the press. 
There is a syndicated columnist named 
Robert Ruark whose rude and crude stuff 
about Mboya and Kenya Africans I have 
read in half-a-dozen towns. Ghana con- 
tinues to get a bad press here in many 
places, as previously it did in Britain. 


These newspapermen are doing America 
a greater disservice than Africa. Africa is 
confident and on-coming. Its influence in 
the world will grow every year. If America 
wants to seize the opportunities which de- 
veloping Africa provides, it must be fair 
to Africa’s leaders. Most Americans are. 


Unexpected incidents associated with 


Africa have occurred nearly everywhere I 
have been. 





GME EMS WIE approached me and asked after 
Peter Koinange; they were worried because 
they had seen press reports that he had 
been excluded from the London Kenya 
conference on the charge of responsibility 
for Mau Mau. I reassured them, telling 
how Peter is now happily at Accra, and 
asked how they came to be interested in 
him. 


“When he was a student here he was in 
my drama class,” the man teplied. ‘We 
have come 100 miles by road to learn from 
you how he is.” 


This is typical of American friendship as 
I have found it. The ties which are being 
made here with African students will deeply 
affect the future of Afro-American rela- 
tions. These Africans will become leaders 








1. Send notices to arrive first post Mon. 


2. Include Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); 
nature of event; speakers, organisers (and secretary’s 
address). 


Friday, March 4 
TORQUAY: 7.30 p.m. ‘ South View,’’ Brons- 
hill Rd. | ‘‘ Speaking Peace in America.’’ Hilda 
Klenze. Torbay Group PPU and FoR. 


ROTHERHAM : 7,30 p.m. Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church, Moorgate. ‘The Need of This Hour— 






Trained Peace-Makers.’’ Rey. Leslie Hayman. 
Saturday, March 5 
HULL: 7.30 p.m. Parish Rooms, St. Mary’s 
Lowgate. Planning conference for sup- 
porters and participants in a radical demonstration 
at Catfoss Thor rocket base on July 30. Next day: 
march from Catfoss to Beverley. Details from 


David Broughton, 4 Hymers Ave. Preparatory Com- 
mittee for a Northern Radical Demonstration. 


LONDON, S.W.1: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ceylon 
Tea Centre, Lower Regent Street. Oxfam Exhibi- 
tion. Also ‘‘ Refugee Gift Fair.’ WRI. 


PLYMOUTH: 3.p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho , Swarth- 
more Hall, Mutley Plain. Devon and Cornwall 
AGM followed ‘by tea and Public Meeting, ‘‘ Speak- 
ing Peace in America.’’ Hilda Klenze. PPU. 

WINCHESTER : 3 p.m. Congregational Church 
Hall, Jewry St.. AGM. Southern Area PPU. 

WINCHESTER : 7.30 p.m. Congregational Church 
Hall, Jewry St. Film show & Public Meeting. 
Against Nuclear Weapons: Austin Underwood. 
Southern Region CND & PPU. 

Sunday, March 6 
EXETER: 3 p.m. Combe Farm, Dunsford, Nr. 


Exeter. ‘* Speaking Peace in America.’’ Hilda 
Klenze. Exeter Peace Group. 
Monday, March 7 
HARROW: 730 p.m. Peace Forum at County 
Girl’s School, Lowlands Rd. Max Parker, Jack 
Boag, Stuart Morris, Sybil Morrison. Chairman— 


Standing Joint Pacifist Committee, 
Tuesday, March 8 
SOUTHAMPTON : 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Ordnance Rd. Discussion on the future of South- 
ampton Group, PPU, 
Wednesday, March 9 

ST. LEONARDS: 7 p.m. 78A, Norman Road. 
Monthly Meeting. “The Fellowship _ Party.’’ 
Charles Haworth. PPU 


Rey. J. Jenkins. 


Thursday, March 10 

LONDON, N.W.1: 7.30 p.m. St. Pancras Town 
Hall, Euston Rd. ‘“4 Minutes to Suicide ’'—A 
realisation of the truth about  Britain’s defence 
policy. Bertrand Russell, Michael Foot, Judith Hart, 
M.P., Konni Zilliacus, M.P., Ian Mikardo. London 
Region CND. 

Friday, March 11 

EPSOM: 7.30 p.m. Lecture Hall, Upper High 
St. Forum—‘‘ For and Against CND,”’ Speakers; 
Freya Smith and Lorna Haynes. Epsom YCND. 


Monday, March 14 
LONDON, W.2: 8 p.m. 16, Westbourne Park 


Rd. (Porchester Rd. end). Now Group Meeting. 
All members welcome. PPU. 
Sunday, March 13 
EWELL: 3 p.m. 94, Park Ave. East. Surrey 
Area. AGM. Tea. PPU, 
Tuesday, March 15 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m. Conway Hall. 
** Youth in an Affluent Society." Mary Stocks, BSc. 
Chair: Reg. Sorenson, M.P. Adm. free. South 


Place Ethical Society. 


Wednesday, March 16 


LONDON, N.9: 8 p.m. Congregational Church 
Hall, Lower Fore St. ‘* Current Affairs ’’ discussion. 
Allen Skinner, PPU, 


Thursday, March 31 

LONDON, W.C.1: 8 p.m. Central Hall, West- 
minster. Public Meeting. Buffet and Booksta!l from. 
6.30 p.m. Speakers : Victor Gollancz, Stuart Morris, 
Donald Soper, Michael Tippett, Sybil Thorndike. 
Chairman : Sybil Morrison. Admission Free. Some 
reserved seats at 2s. 6d. from The Organiser, Peace 
Pledge Union, 6, Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 
EUSton 5501. 


MENA ATEN gt NAA HABE 


Every week ! 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq., N.W.1. 


work camps 


Weekend 
take place whenever possible. Phone 


EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 
munity, IVS 
TUESDAYS 

MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m. Deansgate Blitz Site 

Christian Pacifist Open-air meeting. MPF. 
WEDNESDAYS 

LONDON: 8 p.m., 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1. Pacifist 

Youth Action Group. 


be great. 


The Negro challenge is perhaps the most 
dynamic thing that is happening in America, 
The Negroes are one-tenth of the popula- 
tion. As they begin to act together they 
can become a big political influence. They 
will certainly be on the side of human 
freedom everywhere. 


So one has a new realisation here of the 
oneness of the struggle for human equality 
everywhere. In Africa, in Asia, the claim 
is expressed in the irresistable movement 
towards self-government and self-determina- 
tion. In America, in Britain, it is expressed 
in the equally irresistable movement for an 
end to all racial discrimination. 


The future is not for any one race, It is 
for all humanity. 


Copyright in India and Africa reserved to 
author, 
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Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament 
PROTEST 

in the North 






March from Catfoss Rocket Base 
to Beverley on March 6, starting 
at | p.m. 
Organised by the Northern Youth 
Committee for CND, 4 Hymers Ave., 
Hull, Yorks. 
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TOTAL DISARMAMENT 


LET IT BEGIN 
WITH US 


Public Meeting 
CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER 
Thursday March 31, 8 p.m. 

VICTOR GOLLANCZ 

STUART MORRIS 

DONALD SOPER 

MICHAEL TIPPETT 

SYBIL THORNDIKE 

Chairman : 

SYBIL MORRISON 
Admission Free. Some reserved at 2s. 6d. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. EUS 5501 


Bookstall and Buffet from 6.30 p.m. 
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US: Air: Express 
Edition 10 cents 


Plain-clothes man 
at Direct Action 
Conference 


Peace News Reporter 


HE © Direct’ Action’ Committee 
_, Against Nuclear War last Sunday 
held a public conference.in London 
for supporters to consider future plans. 

Discussions .ranged over)a wide variety 
of . subjects, including tax. refusal, Civil 
Defence, political. action, boycotts, civil dis- 
obedience and refusal. of military training. 
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During the afternoon session: a repre- 
sentative of Scotland Yard or the Home 
Office was seen to be taking notes’ on 
everything concerning “ security.” 

His company was pointed’ out to the con- 
ference, and. he did not return after the tea 
interval, 


EVALUATION 


The previous day a conference was held 
for evaluation of the demonstration at 
Harrington missile base. on January 2 at 
which 82 people were arrested, 





GHANA: FALL-OUT RISES 


Michael Scott appeals to France to stop tests 


UNEXPECTED INCREASES IN: RADIO-ACTIVE FALL-OUT 
HAVE BEEN OBSERVED BY SCIENTISTS IN GHANA, THE 
DEFENCE MINISTRY THERE ANNOUNCED ON FBRUARY 25. 
These increases, due to wind-borne dust and debris from the French siuclear 
test in the Sahara, reached a maximum in Northern,Ghana on Tuesday, Feb- 
ruary. 16, and in Southern Ghana the following day. 








SOCIALISM. WOULD DESTROY 
MY INDIVIDUALITY | 





Two days later winds at 30,000 feet car- 
ried, debris from the explosion in .a: semi- 
circular direction over Nigeria into’ Ghana. 


Increased radiation occurred for only a 
short period and does not, therefore, en- 
danger the health of anyone in Ghana 
appreciably. The Ghana Government, how- 
ever, states that, in view of the fact that the 
efiects of, radio-active fall-out are. cumula- 
tive, it views with considerable apprehen- 
sion any further testing of atomic devices 
by the French at Reggan.. 


It is also fairly certain that radio-active 
fall-out in Ghana, is considerably, less 
than in some parts of Africa. 


On. December ‘14 the National Assembly 
of Ghana approved a supplementary pro- 
vision of £2,500 for the Ministry of De- 
fence to be used for equipment for measur- 
ing radio-active fall-out under supervision 
of the University College of Ghana, 


British scientists, Dr, A, H. Ward and 
Professor. R,,.W, Wright, both physics lec- 
turers at the University, were assigned to 
the operation of the fall-out stations .at 
Legon University and Tamale in North 
Ghana, They were assisted by Mr, John 
D, Marr of Canadian Atomic Energy Ltd., 





~ Nuclear Age growing-pains 


FEW weeks ago. the Campaign for 

Nuclear Disarmament in Belfast 
made a well-publicised protest against 
the French atomic’ test that was then 
being prepared in the Sahara. 


Furthermore, it is impossible to try out 
new methods of regulating the relations be- 
tween states without the risk of miscalcula- 
tion and consequent setbacks, This sounds 
rather fine in the abstract, but feels awful 
im practice, In last. Saturday’s Guardian, 


patriots, or the thunderings of bishops 
against “ fraudulent campaigns in favour of 
peace and of- the abolition, of war.” All 
those who are helping forward the evolu- 
tion of international order deserve our good 
will, even if their opinions are not exactly 
pure pacifism, 





who arrived in Ghana from Canada early in 
February at the invitation of the Ghana 
Government. French scientist M, Georges J. 
Dando arrived in Accra on Monday, Feb- 
ruary 25, in response to an invitation from 
the Ghana Government on February 19. 


Invitations have. also gone to Britain 
and the United Nations to send scientists 
to inspect the equipment being used to 
measure fall-out, 


In a statement to’ the press on February 
22 the Rev, Michael Scott said on behalf of 
the Sahara Protest. Team, sponsored by the 
Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear 
War : 


“T must. emphasise the non-violent 
character’ of our action and aims since, 
with the mounting hostility towards 
France, it is important that, this action 
should be directed not against the people 
of France but against the actions of the 
French Government, and that... 
this will not cause violence but. will 
appeal to the conscietice. and intelligence 
of the people of France.” 


In a statement three days later he appealed 
to France to desist from further tests and 
suggested that the conference of political 
parties in Africa proposed by Dr. Nkrumah 
should consider further non-violent positive 
action against tests. 


@ The Rev. Michael Scott and Michael 
Randle, the other British member of the 
Sahara Protest Team, have cancelled. their 
plans to return to Britain this week and are 
staying in Africa to continue protests. 
Michael Scott flies to Casablanca this week- 
end. 


Sapesanen means naman ane 


The previous day a conference was held 
for evaluation of the demonstration at 
Harrington missile base. on January 2 at 
which 82 people were arrested, 


QOUALDMY WOULD VEOI NUT 
MY INDIVIDUALITY | 
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Legon University and Tamale in North 
Ghana, They were assisted by Mr, John 
D. Marr of Canadian Atomic Energy Ltd., 





Nuclear Age growing-pains 


A FEW weeks ago. the Campaign for 

Nuclear Disatmament in Belfast 
made a well-publicised protest against 
the French atomic’ test that was then 
being prepared in the Sahara. 


Since then’ I have been surprised by the 
number of people who have themselves 
raised the matter in conversation, and 
agreed that something must be done about 
the menace of nuclear weapons. Here in 
Northern Ireland, World Refugee Year has 
had a little to do with it. All these un- 
fortunate people badly need our help (the 
argument runs), and. in the meantime we 
squander our money on bigger and dearer 
weapons, 


No more honourable motive for pacifism 
can be imagined, and if this mood is spread- 
ing, as it seems to be, it is a hopeful sign. 


But it is only a beginning. It is quite 
possible for people to argue along these 
lines and yet remain convinced that we must 
keep our nuclear weapons if other nations 
have them, They deplore military expendi- 
ture in the way that many people deplore 
the closing down of railways, or the con- 
struction of pylons in the countryside. 


LINE OF THOUGHT 


The line of thought starting from 
“Nuclear weapons are bad” fails to make 
contact with the line of thought starting 
from “This is a dangerous world—we must 
be strong.” Or if contact is made, the con- 
tradiction seems insoluble, and people either 
give up in despair or resign themselves to 
the wisdom of governments, Daddy knows 
best, 

There is a real difficulty here, and it 
would be foolish to dismiss it. Militaristic 
methods have always been morally objec- 
tionable, but the human race generally has 
confided in them, and they are built into 
our ‘institutions, our habits, our traditions. 
We can no more wish them away than a 
flabby, overfed motorist can get out of his 
car and walk twenty miles,in fourhours. 
It might be convenient but it can’t be done. 


Furthermore, it is impossible to try out 
new methods of regulating the relations be- 
tween states without the risk of miscalcula- 
tion and consequent setbacks, This sounds 
rather fine in the abstract, but feels awful 
in, practice, In last Saturday’s Guardian, 








By GEOFFAEY CARNALL 








Taya Zinkin made a formidable list of Mr. 
Nehru’s errors in dealing with China ; 


“He talked of a clash of will in Lhasa 
when people were being killed; he denied 
reports of a Chinese invasion of Indian 
soil when they were entrenched in 
Ladakh; he denied reports of Chinese 
occupation of Longju, but the reports 
were true; he said the Chinese had not 
advanced any farther and they have; he 
said he would not keep the nation in 
ignorance and for years he did; he said 
he would not meet Mr, Chou En-lai, and 
now has invited him; he said he did not 
consult the Russians on China, and has in 
fact done so,” 


What do these shifts and reverses amount 
to? They show that Mr, Nehru has been 
trying to conduct a more pacific foreign 
policy than Indian public opinion wants, 
He makes enough concessions to the in- 
flamed patriotism of his fellow countrymen 
to protect his main purpose of maintaining 
India’s policy of non-alignment, and he has 
conducted his relations with the USA and 
the USSR with great skill. 


But he hasn’t much room for manceuvre. 
The Indian public will not tolerate the set- 
backs he encounters in dealing with the 
Chinese that a magnanimous British public 
extends to the Men of Suez. If daddy 
doesn’t behave like a real daddy, how can 
we be.sure he knows best ? 


Visibility in international politics is poor, 
and we have to feel our way, trying not to 
be too put off by the ‘war-whoops of 


patriots, or, the thunderings of bishops 
against “ fraudulent campaigns in favour of 
peace and of: the abolition: of war.’ All 
those who are helping forward the evolu- 
tion of international order deserve our good 
will, even if their opinions are not exactly 
pure pacifism, 


I feel very tenderly towards the negotia- 
tors for an agreement to stop nuclear tests, 
towards the Irish and Polish delegations at 
the UN, towards the admirable Mr, Ham- 
marskjéld. | But my tenderness is some- 
times submerged by impatience, and I catch 
myself daydreaming about the opportuni- 
ties which a British CND Government could 
exploit, 


When the Quakers colonised Pennsyl- 
vania in the seventeenth century, they were 
prevented. by religious scruples from  im- 
posing their rule by force, So they were 
compelled to work out conditions of colon- 
ising which would not cause the Indians to 
want to attack them, 


OPEN DOORS 


Indians and Quakers together resolved 
“that all paths should be open and free to 
both Christians and. Indians; that the doors 
of Christians’ houses should be open to the 
Indians, and the houses of the Indians open 
to the Christians, and that they should make 
each other welcome as friends! 


Pennsylvania enjoyed much greater quiet 
without the sword than the other colonies 
did. with it, And although this does not 
prove the whole case for pacifism, it under- 
lines the essential point : that while we have 
a secret hankering after settling disputes by 
force, we are unlikely to make the effort 
needed to settle them in a way which is 
tolerable to everyone. 


The nuclear disarmament of Britain would 
be a notable act of resistance to that hank- 
ering, but the Government which took the 
responsibility for it might make itself as 
unpopular as Mr, Nehru seems to be in 
India at present. Growing up is often 
extremely painful, 
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of the people of France.” 





In a statement three days later he appealed 
to France to desist from further tests and 
suggested that the conference of political 
parties in Africa proposed by Dr. Nkrumah 
should consider further non-violent positive 
action against tests. 

@ The Rev. Michael Scott and Michael 
Randle, the other British member of the 
Sahara Protest Team, have cancelled. their 
plans to return to Britain this week and are 
staying in Africa to continue protests. 
Michael Scott flies to Casablanca this week- 
end. 


SEN 8 AD 


TORY PRAISES GANDHI 
Boycott launched 


ABOUT 8,000 people filled London’s 
Trafalgar Square last Sunday for 
the rally that launched the month- 
long intensified boycott of South 
African goods. 





Among the speakers were chairman Trevor 
Huddleston; Tennyson Makiwane, of the 
African National Congress; Jeremy 
Thorpe, the Liberal MP; Hugh Gaitskell, 
MP, leader of the British Labour Party; 
and Lord Altrincham, the Conservative 
peer. 


A recorded message from Chief Albert 


Luthuli, exiled President of the South 
African National Congress, was also 
heard. 

A BLUNDER 


Lord Altrincham said that an unfortunate 
blunder in Mr. Macmillan’s “ truly mag- 
nificent ” speech in Cape Town on Feb- 
ruary 3 was his words: “ Boycotts won't 
get you anywhere ”—for, in South Africa, 
that was tantamount to saying: “ Non- 
violence won’t get you anywhere.” 


It was the non-Europeans’ last weapon and 
was not negative but a great moral and 
positive weapon bequeathed to the people 
of the country by Gandhi, whose early 
struggles were in South Africa, 


Gandhi, Lord Altrincham added, was prob- 
ably the greatest human being since Christ 
and certainly the greatest national leader 
of all time. We should pay tribute to his 
glorious memory by supporting this boy- 
cott—which was his weapon. 
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»stention 


DEBATE 


is not rejection 


958 THERE WAS NO SERIOUS CONTROVERSY ABOUT DEFENCE. THE MAJOR 
WERE, EXCEPT FOR MINOR DETAILS, AGREED; THEY WERE BACKED BY 


IRCULATION NEWSPAPERS, THE POLITICAL PUNDITS 


the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, has in the 


all this. 


The fundamentals of British: defence policy 


the Campaign—even such sacred matters as Britain’s 
mn brought out into the open. 
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AN EDITORIAL 


And when we-add to these the motion 
which Frank Allaun has put down, and 
which presumably will be debated in the 
near future, calling on the Government to 
unilaterally abandon nuclear weapons (see 
PN last week), the extent of the changed 
situation is obvious. 

We welcome the new situation not only 
because the appalling silence in the House 
of Commons on defence has been broken, 
but also because the power of the Labour 
Party machine is being challenged. For a 
long time now it has been obvious that the 
real divisions in Parliament were not be- 
tween the Conservative and Labour Parties 
but between the Conservative and orthodox 
Labour MPs, and a minority of left wing 
MPs. Labour Party discipline has been 
used to stifle this division. Now that the 
disciplinary code has been ignored, perhaps 
some of the serious political issues will be 
discussed in Parliament. 

The course of the Defence. debate itself 
was very predictabie but revealing. The 
Minister of Defence, Mr. Watkinson, saw 
just what kind of criticism that Labour was 
making of his policy and spent most of his 
speech explaining the technical changes that 
he was proposing to make. He did, how- 
ever, make it clear that his policy is based 
absolutely on the deterrent theory. Speak- 
ing of the early warning system, he said 
that it was not strictly speaking any kind of 
air raid warning system: “Its purpose is to 
give additional validity to our power to 
retaliate—because it is in our power to 
retaliate that we hope to keep the peace.” 

The mover of the Labour amendment, 
Mr. George Brown, concentrated on 
Labour’s technical criticisms. But he was 
forced to look over his shoulder at the 
opposition in his own party when he said 
that savings which people talked about get- 
ting by the unilateral abandonment of 
nuclear weapons would be a very great deal 
less than was claimed, because the real 
money went on the delivery apparatus. 

What kind of criticism Mr. Brown 
thought this was of the unilateralist posi- 
tion is not clear. Does he seriously think 
that unilateralists want to give up nuclear 
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weapons but to go on manufacturing the 
apparatus to deliver them with ? 


Mr. Brown’s most revealing remarks were 
these (again he was attacking the unilater- 
alists): ‘““I have never seen how we could 
ask young men to go into battle, to face 
weapons and concentrations of armour but 
deny them the weapons that might have 
deterred those concentrations and would 
enable them to fight on a fair footing.” 


With the present, array of weapons, can 
one talk meaningfully about “battles” any 
more ? What sense does it make to talk 
about people pressing buttons to release 
weapons which will kill millions of people 
and devastate a good part of the earth, 
perhaps for ever, as “ fighting on a fair 
footing” ? One can only talk in this way 
if one has no imagination. 


Mr. George Wigg summed up the differ- 
ences. between the Government and: the 
Opposition very well when he said that he 
had not changed his views about defence or 
about the Government’s policy, but he 
differed from his own Front Bench. He did 
not see that the Government’s nuclear 
policy was either vacillating or confusing. 
It was clear and unutterably wrong. Be- 
cause of this, Mr.- Wigg said he wouid 
abstain on the Labour amendment and vote 
against the Government. 


Clear position ? 


Summing up for the opposition, Mr. 
Gaitskell was forced by his own dissidents 
once again to make his position clear. 
Replying to a challenge by Mr. Shinwell, 
he said that the Opposition could not accept 
Mr. Shinwell’s motion because it clearly 
implied that Britain should not have her 
own nuclear deterrent. 

The debate ended with the Government 
motion being carried by 329 votes to 245 
votes. Mr. Shinwell’s amendment was 
not pressed to a division, and Emrys 
Hughes’ motion was “not selected” for 
discussion. Forty-four Labour MPs defied 
their Whips and abstained from supporting 
their Party’s official amendment, which was 
defeated by 197 votes to 330. 

We are still a long way from nuclear 
disarmament, but the opposition to nuclear 
policy is beginning to crystalise. Abstention, 
however, is no substitute for tabling a 
motion of rejection and voting for it. We 
hope that Frank Allaun’s motion may still 
present this opportunity. He will need more 
nuclear disarmers lobbying in his support 
than were seen this week. 





Background to this week's House 
of Commons Defence Debate: a 
Thor missile ready on its firing 
pad at Feltwell, South-West Nor- 


folk. These intermediate-range 

weapons, complete with hydrogen 

bomb warheads, recently became 

“ operational” from bases in 

Britain. They are already obso- 
lete. 
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~~ From the bottom of my heart my thanks to you and to those who, for 
her, have carried off this magnificent success.” 


Thus General de Gaulle to M. Pierre 
Guillaumat the Minister present at Reggan 
when France exploded her first atomic bomb 
and thus joined the nuclear club and, as 
the Ghana Council for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment aptly put it, “resigned from the club 
of human decency and respect for the rights 
of others.” 


It was indeed a victory for France. A 
victory of power politics over reason and 
humanity. The voice of African peoples, 
the resolutions of the United Nations, the 
non-violent protests and demonstrations 
throughout the world had been ignored and 
rejected. The bomb was exploded. France 
had won. _ 


This is on the face of it. But France’s 
victory may prove a transient one and the 
opposition that her test aroused may re- 
deem the world from nuclear suicide. For 
although the protests have failed in their 
immediate objective a continent has been 
roused to the dangers and inhumanity of 
nuclear war. By exploding a bomb in 
Africa, France has underlined the fact that 
imperialism and the preparations for 
nuclear war spring from the same basic in- 
humanity which treats men as pawns and 
ciphers and threatens their dignity and their 
very survival. 


I would Jike to consider here the part 
that was played in the opposition to the test 
by the efforts of the International Sahara 
Protest Team—including not only the team 
members from inside and outside Africa but 
the men like Ghana’s Minister of Finance, 
Mr. K. A. Gbedemah, and organisations 
like the Ghana Council for Nuclear Dis- 
armament which sponsored and backed the 
project, 


Hesponse 


FIRST let me say that the team’s role 


was a very significant one. 

Ghana played a leading part in the anti: 
test campaign in Africa and within Ghana 
the campaign centered round, and was can- 
alised by, the Sahara Protest Team. First 
credit for this must be given to the people 
of Ghana themselves for their inspiring and 
generous support for a programme of non- 
violent direct action. 


The extent of their response can be gath- 
ered from a study of the press reports and 
comments here since Michael Scott’s arrival 
last November. Furthermore, hews of the 
team’s efforts has spread far and wide in 
Africa, as Michael Scott himself discovered 
during his recent visits to Tunisia and 
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December news of anti-nuclear demonstra- 
tions in other parts of the world have been 
given wide coverage—the Direct Action 
demonstrations in England and the Coast 
to Coast march (a picture of which 
appeared in the weekly Ashanti Times) and 
many other demonstrations large and small 
all over the world (some of them not even 
covered by Peace News !) 


A word of credit must be given here to 
the experienced American pacifist leaders, 





C Haeee rage 


JDIRECT action at its best is not only 
a means of rousing public opinion 
but also a very powerful way of ex- 
pressing it—-a way: that provides a 
direct moral challenge to the opponent. 
Did this project present the French 
authorities with this direct moral challenge? 
The answer, I think, is that it did so only 
partially, 
The Team certainly succeeded in em- 
barrassing the French authorities by its 
presence on their boundaries and by actions 





Banners held high—an African protest against the French A-test sweeps 
through Accra 


Bayard Rustin and A. J. Muste, who 
did so much to give direction to the 
project. They did not so much take the 
emphasis off anti-imperialism and place it 
on abstract principles as underline that im- 
perialism and the power politics that pro- 
duce nuclear weapons were part and parcel 
of the same evil. 


New impetus 


NOTHER major achievement of 

the project has been to give a new 
impetus to the ideas of non-violence 
and direct action. 


Everywhere we went. speaking to chiefs. 


like Pierre’s fast. (This is borne out by 
their expulsion of Pierre Martin from the 
French trusteeship territory of Togoland 
and by their warnings to French airlines 
not to accept him as one of their pas- 
sengers.) 


But the French were able to stop us with 
the least amount of embarrassment and fuss. 
Their unwillingness to allow us to proceed 
on the one hand or to arrest us on the other 
was in fact a reluctant tribute to the power 
of world opinion which supported us and 
which would have been further stirred had 
we either been arrested or reached the test- 
ing site, 


On the other hand, had the immediate 
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news of the Team began to lift a little when 
Esther Peter returned to Paris, Le Monde, 
the Paris daily, published a long letter from 
her and a number of left-wing journals 
carried reports and articles, She was also 
instrumental in rallying support for the pro- 


ject from organisations in France, 


More bombs 


W HAT of the future? France has 

announced her intention of. ex- 
ploding more bombs and more power- 
ful bombs in the Sahara. 

If she does she will harden opinion in 
Africa against her and against those who 
support her by their silence, Can Africa 
save France from her own folly and the 
power-mad world from nuclear destruc- 
tion ? 

She is uniquely placed to do so, and the 
enthusiasm with which militant non-violent 
action has been hailed by her leaders and 
her people promises well, Let us hope they 
continue to support the Ghana Council for 
Nuclear Disarmament which declared on 
the day the bomb was exploded: “The 
Council will continue to use every non- 
violent means to awaken the peoples of 
Africa to the dangers of what the French 
are doing in the Sahara.” 





Army of workers 
at test site 


"THE test site near Reggane—a ‘ for- 

bidden zone’ in the Western Sahara, 

370 miles south of the French missile 

testing range at Colomb-Bechar—now 

rivals the mushrooming oilfields of the 

eastern desert in activity,” reported the 
Ghana Times on December 7. 

“A daily military air service links Reggane 
with Algiers and seven tons of meat a 
week are flown from Fort Lamy, the 
Chad capital, to feed the army of workers 
and the troops who guard the secrets of 
the test area. 

“The test site has brought the area a popu- 
lation of several thousands, an airport 
and atomic installations including massive 
concrete shelters for the personnel, the 
report concludes. 
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